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EDUCATION    
 

University of Georgia August 2007 - present 
Ph.D. Student, Political Science 

 International Relations (first field), Comparative Politics (second field) 
 Graduate School Assistantship Award Recipient, 2007 - 2009 
 Areas of study include international and asymmetric conflict, global proliferation, 

defense and security studies, cooperation and integration, regime and alliance theory, 
ethnic conflict, with experience in quantitative methods and econometrics 

 Regional interests: US Foreign Policy, European Union, Russian Federation, Central Asia 
 Professional memberships: American Political Science Association; International Studies 

Association; Peace Science Society; Sigma Iota Rho International Studies Honor Society 
 
University of South Carolina  August 2004 - May 2006 
M.A., International Studies/Political Science  

 International Relations (first field), Comparative Politics (second field) 
 Passed Ph.D. candidacy exam 20 May 2005 
 M.A. Thesis:  “The Evolution of Chechen Collective Dissent, 1991 - 1994” (Passed With 

Distinction); Gordon Smith, Ph.D., Thesis Committee Chair; Donald Puchala, Ph.D. and 
Roger Coate, Ph.D., Thesis Committee Members 

 
Covenant College, Post-B.A. Studies/Covenant Fellows Grant August 2000 - December 2003 
 
Covenant College August 1997 - May 2000 
B.A. (Summa Cum Laude), Interdisciplinary Studies  

 IDS degree in History, Philosophy, and Biblical Studies  
 MacLellan Scholar for Leadership and Academics 

 
New College, University of Oxford June 1999 - July 1999 

 Associate Fellow, New College, Oxford, England; Non-degree seeking 
 Studies in 19th and 20th century existentialist literature and philosophy 

 
ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Center for International Trade and Security August 2007 - present 
Research Assistant, University of Georgia 
 
Violent Intranational Political Conflict & Terrorism (VIPCAT) Lab August 2007 - present 
Research Fellow, University of Georgia 
 
Covenant College August 2006 - May 2007 
Adjunct Instructor, History Department 
 
The Journal of Political Science January 2005 - May 2006 
Editorial Assistant, University of South Carolina 
 
University of South Carolina January 2005 - May 2006 
Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science 
 
Richard L. Walker Institute of International and Area Studies August 2005 - May 2006 
Graduate Assistant, University of South Carolina 



PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

With Gary Bertsch & Bryan R. Early, “Project Description: Nonproliferation Commitment, 
Capacity, and Compliance Project (NONPRO),” National Science Foundation Grant Proposal, 
(Gary Bertsch is the Principal Investigator for this proposal; I am named in the project personnel 
and served as the primary drafter of the grant proposal.) January 2008 
 
“Iran or How They Learned to Stop Worrying and Support the Bomb,” Presented to the Board of 
Visitors, University of Georgia, October 2007 
 
“The War in Iraq: Why Did We Go? Should We Stay?” Faculty Panel Presentation, Covenant 
College, March 2007 
 
“The Evolution of Chechen Collective Dissent, 1991 - 1994,” University of South Carolina, M.A. 
thesis, May 2006 
 
“Why the Chechen Conflict?” Southern Conference on Slavic Studies 2006 Annual Convention, 
Columbia, South Carolina, March 2006 
 
“NATO and France: A Critical Case Study of the Impact of Domestic Politics on the Outcomes 
and Cohesion of International Regimes, 1948 - 1954,” International Studies Association (South) 
2005 Annual Convention, Miami, Florida, November 2005 
 
“Perspectives on the Constitution,” Guest Lecturer, Georgia State University, October 2003 
 
“The Religious Existentialism of Lev Shestov, 1866 - 1938,” Covenant College, B.A. thesis, 
March 2000 
 
WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 

With C. Christine Fair  & Stephen M. Shellman, “Correlates of Popular Support for Iran’s 
Nuclear Program: Insights from a Nationally Representative Survey,” Accepted to International 
Studies Association 2008 Annual Convention, San Francisco, California, March 2008 
 
With Stephen M. Shellman & Brandon Stewart, “The Weight of Violence: The Stakes Involved 
in Choosing a Measure of State and Nonstate Actors’ Behavioral Exchanges,” Accepted to 
International Studies Association 2008 Annual Convention, San Francisco, California, March 
2008 
 
With Bryan R. Early, “Screening Out or Recruiting In? Explaining Participation in the 
Proliferation Security Initiative,” Accepted to Midwest Political Science Association 2008 
Annual Conference, Chicago, Illinois, April 2008 
 
“Do States Comply with the Nonproliferation Export Control Regimes?” To be submitted for 
publication in 2008. (Complete draft and data available upon request.) 
 
TEACHING INTERESTS 
 

International Conflict & Cooperation   Intrastate Politics and Dissident Decision-making    
Ethnic Conflict    IR Theory    Comparative Politics    International Organizations 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 

Consultant for Political Science collections development, Kresge Memorial Library, Covenant 
College, 2007 
 
Faculty Liaison, Covenant College student internship and career exploratory trip to Washington, 
D.C., March 2007 


