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OBITUARIES

Obituary policy 
Obituaries are 
published daily in 
The Griffin Daily 
News. To have your 
loved one’s obitu-
ary placed in the 
newspaper, contact 
your funeral home. 
Information must 
come from and 
be verified by the 
funeral home. The 
newspaper reserves 
the right to edit obit-
uaries and death 
notices to conform 
with style. For pric-
es, call the Griffin 
Daily News office 
at 770.227.3276. 
Photos may accom-
pany any obituary. 
Death notices are 
published free of 
charge.
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Mr. Kevin 
O’Neal Grubb

Dec. 23, 1976 — 
June 29, 2011

Griffin resident
Mr. Kevin O’Neal 

Grubb, 34, of Griffin passed 
away Wednesday, June 29, 
2011, at his residence.

Mr. Grubb was born 
Dec. 23, 1976.

Survivors include his 
mother, Lawanda Grubb; 
father and stepmother 
Terry and Judy Grubb; 
brother, Richard S. Grubb; 
sister and brother-in-law 
Terrie and Randy Waller; 
grandmothers Alice 
Edenfield and Peggy 
Whisenhunt; uncle Ronnie 
Whisenhunt; aunt and 
uncle Brenda and Jerry 
Baldwin; and nephews 
Trenton Homiller, Trevor 
Wall, Avery Grubb and 
Gavin Grubb.

Funeral services for 
Mr. Kevin O’Neal Grubb 
will be held 
at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, 
July 2, 
2011, in the 
chapel of 
Haisten McCullough 
Funeral Home. The Rev. 

Greg Marsh will officiate. 
Friends may visit the family 
Saturday from noon until 
the service hour at the 
funeral home.

To pay condolences 
online to the family, please 
do so at www.haistenmc-
cullough.com.

Haisten McCullough 
Funeral Home, 1155 Everee 
Inn Road, is in charge of 
arrangements.

Mr. Joey Stevens
Feb. 15, 1969 — 

June 30, 2011
Griffin resident

Mr. Joey Dewayne 
Stevens, 42, of Griffin, Ga., 
passed away Thursday, 
June 30, 2011, at Spalding 
Regional Medical Center.

Mr. Stevens was born 
Feb. 15, 1969, in Henry 
County to the late Melvin F. 
Stevens and the late Nellie 
Irene Chappell Stevens. 
He was a self–employed 
painter. Mr. Stevens was a 
great father, son and uncle. 
He was loved by his family 
and friends.

Survivors include his 
son and daughter-in-law, 
Devin and Brittany Stevens 
of Griffin; daughter Destiny 
Stevens of Hampton, Ga.; 
grandson Dayton Stevens; 
brothers and sisters-in-law 
Joel and Sonya Stevens, 
Johnny and Cindy Stevens 
and Jerry and Marlene 
Stevens; sister Jean 
McElroy of Zebulon; the 
mother of his children, 
Carol Payne; girlfriend CJ 
Hayes; and many nieces 
and nephews.

Memorial services 
for Mr. Joey Stevens 
will be conducted at 
2 p.m. Sunday, July 3, 

2011, in the Chapel of 
Conner-Westbury Funeral 
Home. Friends may visit 
with the family following 
the service.

Conner-Westbury 
Funeral Home, 1891 W. 
McIntosh Road, Griffin, 
is in charge of the 
arrangements. www.con-
ner-westburyfuneralhome.
com.

Tommy Heard
Oct. 31, 1958 — 

June 30, 2011
Concord resident

Mr. Thomas “Tommy” 
Neal Heard, 52, of Concord 
passed away June 30, 2011.

He was born in Newnan 
to the late Wesley Heard 
and Esther Knott Heard. 
He had been a member 
of Berean Baptist Church 
in Griffin for 21 years and 
was an avid fisherman 
and a founding member 
of the Backwoods Bass 
Club. Tommy was a 
self-employed landscaper 
who took great pride 
in his work. He owned 
and operated Flint Lawn 
Service, providing lawn 
care throughout the 
Middle Georgia area. 
He is survived by his 
wife, Shirley Heard; 
children and their spouses 
Michelle and Eric Jones 
of Newnan and Jason and 
Nicole Heard of Valley, 
Ala.; granddaughter 
Carleigh Anne Jones of 
Newnan; brother and 
sister-in-law David and 
Terry Heard; father-in-law 
and mother-in-law Carl 
and Marie Haygood; 
brother-in-law and 
sister-in-law Mike and 
Cornelia Haygood, all 

of Concord; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Friends visited the 
family from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Friday at the funeral 
home. Funeral services 
will be conducted at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, July 2 in Berean 
Baptist Church with Pastor 
Don Marlin officiating. 
Interment will follow in 
Magnolia Cemetery in 
Concord. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be 
made to the Woodlands 
Baptist Camp, c/o Berean 
Baptist Church, 2677 
U.S. Highway 41, Griffin, 
GA 30224, in memory of 
Tommy.

Moody Funeral Home 
in Zebulon is in charge of 
arrangements. 
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while also ser ving as 
assistant dean of the cam-
pus for the College of 
Agriculture and Environ-
mental Sciences,” Jolly 
said. “He will continue in 
his role as assistant dean 
and collaborate with Dr. 
Christopher to suppor t 
the academic mission of 
the Grif fin Campus. Dr. 
Arkin has been an untir-
ing advocate for the cam-
pus, and we owe him a 
tremendous debt of grati-
tude for his leadership.”

Christopher also will 
work with UGA colleges, 
schools and departments 
to develop new under-

graduate and graduate 
degree programs for the 
Grif fin Campus, collabo-
rate with research and 
extension administrators 
on cross-cutting oppor-
tunities, and collaborate 
with local  community 
agencies to promote the 
university’s academic pro-
grams in the surrounding 
area.

“I am honored to have 
the oppor tunity to work 
with and ser ve the out-
standing faculty, staff and 
students at UGA’s Griffin 
Campus,” said Christo-
pher. “The more I learned 
about the Griffin Campus, 
I knew this was the place 
I wanted to be. The loca-

tion of the campus, the 
community support, and 
UGA’s reputation for aca-
demic excellence are a 
few of the many reasons 
I want to be part of taking 
this campus to the next 
level in terms of enroll-
ment and degree program 
offerings.”

C h r i s t o p h e r  h a s 
ser ved as chief admin-
istrative of ficer for the 
Center for Graduate and 
Professional Learning at 
Georgia College & State 
University since 2007. In 
that role, she has worked 
extensively with faculty, 
administrators, students 
and staf f, as well as with 
community leaders in the 

Middle Georgia area. She 
has been active in the 
Greater Macon Cham-
ber of Commerce, the 
Macon Kiwanis Club and 
the Bibb County Mentors 
Project, and serves on the 
board of the Central Geor-
gia American Red Cross.

Christopher holds a 
doctorate in vocational 
education from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas-Fay-
etteville, with a minor in 
higher education and cog-
nate in business adminis-
tration. Before moving to 
Georgia, she was an asso-
ciate dean in the College 
of Business and Econom-
ics at California State Uni-
versity in Los Angeles. 
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Januar y 2012. However, 
those who have a license 
plate that is less than five 
years old can continue 
to use it, as Georgia law 
requires that a license plate 
has to last at least five years.

While some of the design 
options shown online have 
“In God We Trust” where 
typically the county name 
would appear, it doesn’t 

mean that “In God We 
Trust” would come standard 
if one of those designs won 
the contest, Mitchell said.

“By law, we have to put 
the name of the county in 
there,” he said, adding that 
people can then choose to 
replace the county name 
with “In God We Trust.”

To view the eight license 
plate designs, visit https://
etax.dor.ga.gov/tagcontest.
aspx.

LICENSE

WASHINGTON — This 
is one anniversary few feel 
like celebrating.

Two years after econo-
mists say the Great Reces-
sion ended, the recovery 
has been the weakest and 
most lopsided of any since 
the 1930s.

After previous reces-
sions, people in all income 
groups tended to benefit. 
This time, ordinary Ameri-
cans are struggling with job 
insecurity, too much debt 
and pay raises that haven’t 
kept up with prices at the 
grocery store and gas sta-
tion. The economy’s meager 
gains are going mostly to 
the wealthiest.

Workers’ wages and ben-
efits make up 57.5 percent 
of the economy, an all-time 
low. Until the mid-2000s, 
that figure had been remark-
ably stable — about 64 per-
cent through boom and bust 
alike.

Executive pay is included 
in this figure, but rank-and-
file workers are far more 
dependent on regular wages 
and benefits. A big chunk 
of the economy’s gains has 
gone to investors in the form 
of higher corporate profits.

“The spoils have really 
gone to capital, to the share-
holders,” says David Rosen-
berg, chief economist at 
Gluskin Sheff + Associates 
in Toronto.

Corporate profits are 
up by almost half since the 
recession ended in June 
2009. In the first two years 
after the recessions of 1991 
and 2001, profits rose 11 
percent and 28 percent, 
respectively.

And an Associated Press 
analysis found that the typi-
cal CEO of a major company 
earned $9 million last year, 
up a fourth from 2009.

Driven by higher profits, 
the Dow Jones industrial 
average has staged a breath-
taking 90 percent rally 
since bottoming at 6,547 on 
March 9, 2009. Those stock 
market gains go dispropor-
tionately to the wealthiest 10 
percent of Americans, who 
own more than 80 percent 
of outstanding stock, accord-
ing to an analysis by Edward 
Wolff, an economist at Bard 
College.

But if the Great Reces-
sion is long gone from Wall 
Street and corporate board-
rooms, it lingers on Main 
Street:

• Unemployment has 
never been so high — 9.1 
percent — this long after 
any recession since World 
War II. At the same point 
after the previous three 
recessions, unemployment 
averaged just 6.8 percent.

• The average worker’s 
hourly wages, after account-
ing for inflation, were 1.6 
percent lower in May than 
a year earlier. Rising gaso-
line and food prices have 
devoured any pay raises for 
most Americans.

• The jobs that are being 
created pay less than the 
ones that vanished in the 
recession. Higher-paying 
jobs in the private sector, the 
ones that pay roughly $19 
to $31 an hour, made up 40 
percent of the jobs lost from 
January 2008 to February 
2010 but only 27 percent of 
the jobs created since then.

Kathleen Terry is one of 
those who had to settle for 
less. Before the recession, 
she spent 16 years working 
as a mortgage processor in 
Southern California, earn-
ing as much as $6,500 in a 
good month, a pace of about 
$78,000 a year.

But her employer was 
buried in the housing 
crash. She found herself out 
of work for two and a half 
years. As her savings dwin-
dled, the single mother had 
to move into a motel with 
her three daughters.

They got by on welfare 
and help from their church 
and friends. Terry started 
taking a 90-minute bus ride 
to job training courses. 
Eventually, she found work 
as a secretary in the River-
side County, Calif., employ-
ment office. She likes the 
job, but earns just $27,000 a 
year. “It’s a humbling experi-
ence,” she says.

Hard times have made 
Americans more depen-
dent than ever on social 
programs, which accounted 
for a record 18 percent of 
personal income in the last 
three months of 2010 before 
coming down a bit this year. 
Almost 45 million Americans 
are on food stamps, another 
record.

Ordinary Americans are 
suf fering because of the 
way the economy ran into 
trouble and how companies 
responded when the Great 
Recession hit.

Soaring housing prices in 
the mid-2000s made millions 
of Americans feel wealthier 
than they were. They bor-
rowed against the inflated 
equity in their homes or 
traded up to bigger, more 
expensive houses. Their 
debts as a percentage of 
their annual after-tax income 
rose to a record 135 percent 
in 2007.

Then housing prices 
started tumbling, helping 
cause a financial crisis in 
the fall of 2008. A recession 
that had begun in December 
2007 turned into the deepest 
downturn since the Great 
Depression.

Economists Kenneth 
Rogoff of Harvard Univer-
sity and Carmen Reinhart 
of the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics 
analyzed eight centuries of 
financial disasters around 
the world for their 2009 
book “This Time Is Differ-
ent.” They found that severe 
financial crises create deep 
recessions and stunt the 
recoveries that follow.

This recovery “is abso-
lutely following the script,” 
Rogoff says.

Federal Reser ve num-
bers crunched by Haver 
Analytics suggest that 
Americans have a long way 
to go before their finances 
will be strong enough to 
support robust spending: 
Despite cutting what they 
owe the past three years, 
the average household’s 
debts equal 119 percent of 
annual after-tax income. 
At the same point after the 
1981-82 recession, debts 
were at 66 percent; after 
the 1990-91 recession, 85 
percent; and after the 2001 
recession, 114 percent.

Because the labor mar-
ket remains so weak, most 
workers can’t demand big-
ger raises or look for better 
jobs.

“In an economic cycle 
that is turning up, a labor 
market that is healthy and 
vibrant, you’d see a large 
number of people quitting 
their jobs,” says Gluskin 
Sheff economist Rosenberg. 
“They quit because the 
grass is greener somewhere 
else.”

Instead, workers are 
toughing it out, thankful 
they have jobs at all. Just 1.7 
million workers have quit 
their job each month this 
year, down from 2.8 million a 
month in 2007.

2 years of 
recovery? 

Yeah, right
BY PAUL WISEMAN
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LOS ALAMOS, N.M. — 
As firefighters held their 
ground Friday on the flank 
of a massive wildfire that 
burned near the nation’s 
premier nuclear weapons 
laboratory, officials at the 
lab and in the surrounding 
town began planning for the 
return of thousands of resi-
dents and employees who 
fled the area earlier this 
week.

Of ficials didn’t give a 
timetable for when they 
would lift the five-day-old 
evacuation order for the 
northern New Mexico town 
of Los Alamos, normally 
home to 12,000 residents. 
But some county workers 
were back Friday to prepare 
for the eventual rush of util-
ity service calls, as well as 
possible flooding from sur-
rounding mountainsides 
denuded by the wildfire.

With the fire burning 
several miles upslope from 
the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, of ficials were 
confident the blaze no lon-
ger posed an immediate 
threat to the lab, where 
experiments on two super-

computers and studies on 
extending the life of 1960s-
era B61 nuclear bombs have 
been put on hold.

“I anticipate that we are 
going to be able to bring the 
laboratory back up in a way 
that’s smooth and continues 
to maintain the safety and 
security that we’re respon-
sible for,” Lab Director 
Charles McMillan said.

The challenge Friday 
was stopping the flames 
from doing more damage 
to the lands of Santa Clara 
Pueblo, about seven miles 
away. The fire had made a 
run north toward the reser-
vation earlier this week, hit-
ting the pueblo’s watershed 
and cultural sites.

Pueblo residents have 
been devastated by the 
news coming in from the 
front lines of the firefight-
ing — forest resources lost 
and plants and animals that 
the pueblo’s 2,800 residents 
depend on gone, Santa 
Clara Pueblo Gov. Walter 
Dasheno said.

“This is a fire like we’ve 
never seen before,” he said. 
“We cried when we saw 
Mother Nature doing what 
she was doing to our canyon 
area. We were helpless.”

The fire has blackened 

more than 162 square miles 
in the last six days, making 
it the largest in New Mexico 
history. Erratic winds and 
dry fuels helped it surpass 
the 2003 Dry Lakes fire, 
which took five months to 
burn through 94,000 acres 
in the Gila National Forest.

More than 1,200 fire-
fighters were on the lines 
Friday trying to slow down 
the flames as National 
Guard troops, state police 
officers and local deputies 
patrolled neighborhoods 
and enforced evacuation 
orders.

Fire operations section 
chief Jerome Macdonald 
said par ts of the fire in 
Santa Clara canyon burned 
hot while other areas saw 
less damage because of 
overnight temperatures and 
lighter winds.

Dasheno said the tribe 
has discussed the possibil-
ity of evacuating if the fire 
grew closer.

Santa Clara wasn’t the 
only Indian community feel-
ing the effects of the fire. To 
the south, Cochiti Pueblo 
was also worried about its 
watershed.

Also, the Pajarito Pla-
teau — which includes Los 
Alamos and the nearby 

pueblos— has hundreds of 
archaeological sites at Ban-
delier National Monument 
that hold great significance 
to area tribes. About half of 
the park has burned, Ban-
delier superintendent Jason 
Lott said.

“The impact to our pueb-
los is unprecedented,” said 
U.S. Rep. Ben Ray Lujan, 
D-N.M.

In Los Alamos, fire offi-
cials said that crews con-
tinued to work Friday to 
keep flames from spreading 
down a canyon that leads to 
the lab and the town. Los 
Alamos Fire Chief Doug 
Tucker said a small fire lit 
to remove fuels was steadily 
burning and being moni-
tored by 200 firefighters.

The canyon runs past 
the old Manhattan Project 
site in town and a 1940s-era 
dump site where workers 
are near the end of a clean-
up project of low-level radio-
active waste, as well as the 
site of a nuclear reactor that 
was demolished in 2003.

Most of the town’s dis-
placed residents have been 
staying with friends or fam-
ily. The American Red Cross 
has set up two shelters 
where 110 people have been 
staying.

Firefighters hold ground in Los Alamos
BY P. SOLOMON BANDA 
AND SUSAN MONTOYA 
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