
The year as an apprentice

Invest
Fall/Spring (of your H.S. senior year)
Complete the CURO-AP application.

Spring/Early Summer (of your H.S. senior year)
After notifi cation of acceptance, register for the 
3 credit hours Honors Research Seminar 
(HONS 4960H) and complete paperwork online.

 Engage
August 
Arrive on campus and meet with the CURO-AP staff.  
Interview with faculty research sponsors and fi nd a 
research project that interests you.

September/October/November
Begin work on your research project and learn 
what it means to be a researcher at the University of 
Georgia from your faculty mentor, peers, and research 
seminars and readings.

December 
Work with your faculty research mentor on an abstract 
and application to participate in the CURO Symposium 
in the spring.

January 
Submit your abstract for the CURO Symposium and
investigate summer research opportunities.   

Benefi t
February/March 
Continue to acquire new skills and knowledge 
through working on your research project and network 
for summer opportunities.  

April
Having developed expertise in your research, you are 
ready to participate in the CURO Symposium.

Summer 
Participate in one of many summer research programs 
available across the country.

More about CURO

The CURO Apprentice Program invites 
incoming students from historically under-
represented minority groups at UGA to apply, 
though all prospective students are welcome. 
Criteria for selection include high school 
grade point average, standardized test scores, 
demonstrated work ethic, noteworthy academic 
and co-curricular commitments, and motivation 
to conduct research as an undergraduate.

The CURO-AP establishes research partnerships 
between students and faculty research mentors.  
Students apply and are accepted as entering 
fi rst-year students and remain with the program 
through their second year, contingent upon 
funding, satisfactory performance reviews, and 
maintenance of a minimum 3.0 GPA.

CURO-AP participation includes taking a 
three-credit-hour course and a research 
apprenticeship.  CURO apprentices work on 
research with their mentors for an average of 10-
12 hours per week for the entire academic year 
and attend a three-credit-hour Honors research 
forum that meets weekly.  In addition, students 
receive a stipend of $1,000 per semester.

CURO apprentices have the opportunity to 
submit abstracts for presenting their research at 
the annual spring CURO Symposium.

For more information about the program, contact 
Dr. Pamela Kleiber, associate director of the 
Honors Program, at 706/542-0530 or pkleiber@
uga.edu.

www.uga.edu/honors/curo

Make the most 
of your experience 

at a research university...

Caelin Cubenas and Professor Marcus Fechheimer

Apprentice 
Program



Why participate in CURO?

The CURO Apprentice Program (CURO-AP) enriches 
the academic experience of undergraduates by engag-
ing them in hands-on research in their academic disci-
pline or fi eld of interest at the University of Georgia, 
a premier research university. The UGA Honors Pro-
gram provides this exciting opportunity for talented 
undergraduates during their fi rst and second year.  

The experience of working and learning alongside 
faculty and other students reinforces classroom learn-
ing and develops students’ critical thinking and proj-
ect management skills. The CURO-AP gives students 
the necessary life tools to make more effective future 
career decisions and enables them to develop an in-
creased sense of responsibility, self-confi dence and 
independence. While many CURO apprentices are in 
the Honors Program, membership is not a requirement; 
however, all of CURO’s Apprentices are advised by the 
Honors Program.

The Apprentice Program offers…

CURO-AP alumnae profi le: Caelin Cubenas

• research opportunities in a wide 
 variety of fi elds, from the humanities 
 to the sciences

• a writing intensive experience that helps 
 develop general and discipline-specifi c  
 composition skills

• Honors Program advisement and a 
 community of scholars refl ecting a 
 diverse and global perspective

• special activities, including research  
 symposia, guest lectures, and national  
 conference travel support

• workshops that develop presentation  
 skills

• opportunities to develop time 
 management and personal organization  
 skills necessary for academic and 
 professional success

• networking with current apprentices 
 and successful alumni on campus and  
 around the country

Undergraduate research projects

The 2006-07 CURO apprentices are actively 
engaged in research projects with faculty mentors 
from UGA’s various schools and colleges. Here is a 
sampling:

•     Research & Analysis of Local Poverty
 Darryl Tricksey, Environmental Health 
 Sciences
 Dr. Larry Nackerud, Social Work

 • HAMLETMACHINE
 Allison Bishop, International Business
 Dr. David Saltz, Theatre & Film Studies

• Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research 
 Christine Tarleton, International Affairs
 Dr. Steven Stice, Animal Sciences

• Hispanic Media in Athens
 Colony Canady, Political Science
 Dr. Leara Rhodes, Journalism

CURO Apprentices develop a strong community of young 
scholars as well as a strong relationship with their 

respective research mentors.

Caelin Cubenas’s participation in CURO-AP has 
opened many doors for her at UGA.  The senior from 
Kentucky is working with Marcus Fechheimer in one 
of UGA’s Cellular Biology labs, studying protein ag-
gregations associated with Alzheimer’s disease. She 
has garnered many awards and research opportuni-
ties along the way, including the 2005-06 Goldwater 
Scholarship, awarded annually to academically out-
standing science students from across the nation. After 
earning a B.S. degree in biochemistry and molecular 
biology in May 2007, Caelin plans to attend graduate 
school at Yale or Johns Hopkins University.

In addition to research in the bench sciences, CURO 
Apprentices pursue research in the arts, humanities, and 
the social sciences.  Research opportunities await every 

CURO Apprentice.



Before I entered the CURO-Apprentice program, I had a vague 
idea of research, a snapshot of a scientist working alone in a 
laboratory or a humanities major pouring over stacks of books. 
To my surprise, I learned the essence of research cannot be 
captured in a snapshot. With four years of cell biology labora-
tory experience behind me, I know my original perceptions 

were fl awed. They failed to grasp the spirit of research, omitting 
the vibrant interactions between researchers, the hours involved in testing hypotheses, and the satis-
faction earned when hard work results in discovery. Research is not static; it is a dynamic process of 
asking questions and modifying ideas as you obtain results. The Center for Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities (CURO) will give you fi rst-hand experience in this energizing process. 

By allowing students to experience research early in their collegiate career, the CURO-Apprentice 
program gives students advanced problem-solving skills that enhance their normal collegiate cur-
riculum. For example, my laboratory experience fused classroom concepts to concrete techniques, 
enhancing my understanding in the classroom. Moreover, my experiences in the CURO-Apprentice 
program not only helped me master research techniques but also taught me to creatively approach 
problems, a type of personal development that cannot be learned from textbooks.

Not solely focusing on individual growth, the CURO-Apprentice program also creates an engaging 
community of student researchers. Because each student works in a different discipline, they collec-
tively provide the community with a diverse foundation of knowledge. Thus, while students special-
ize in a specifi c fi eld, they still gain insight into research in other disciplines by sharing with other 
students. For example, though I have spent four years studying protein aggregations associated with 
Alzheimer’s disease, I have, through my peers, also learned about Hispanic journalism in Athens, ter-
rorism in Cambodia, post-traumatic stress disorder in children after Hurricane Katrina, and much 
more. 

This unique combination of community experience and 
personal growth creates a thriving, intellectual environ-
ment. I encourage you to join the CURO-Apprentice com-
munity and experience research for yourself. By leaving 
your snapshot view of research behind and accepting the 
challenge of the dynamic research process, you will change 
the way you think, giving you a sense of satisfaction that 
cannot be described, just experienced.

Caelin Cubenas, ‘07


