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EDUCATION 
 
University of Georgia (Athens, GA)                           August 2007 – present 
Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science (International Relations, Comparative Politics) 
 
Dissertation Project: “The Structure and Significance of Public Opinion in Non-Democratic 
Contexts.”  Dr. Jeffrey Berejikian (UGA), Co-Chair, Jaroslav Tir (UGA), Co-Chair, Dr. Ryan 
Bakker (UGA), Dr. Robert Y. Shapiro (Columbia University).  
 
Admitted to Candidacy:  30 March 2009.  Expected completion:  Spring 2010. 
 
 
University of South Carolina (Columbia, SC)                     August 2004 – May 2006 
M.A. in International Studies (International Relations, Comparative Politics) 
 
Covenant College (Lookout Mountain, GA)                        August 2000 – December 2003 
Post-B.A. Studies/Covenant Fellows Grant (non-degree seeking) 
 
Covenant College (Lookout Mountain, GA)                                 August 1997 – May 2000 
B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies, summa cum laude (History, Philosophy, Theology) 
 
New College, University of Oxford (Oxford, UK)                                       Summer 1999 
Associate Fellow (non-degree seeking) 
 
Additional Training 
 
Center for International Trade and Security (Athens, GA)                             August 2008 
Summer Nonproliferation Institute 
 
Professional Memberships 
 
American Political Science Association; International Studies Association; Peace Science 
Society; Midwest Political Science Association 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Center for International Trade and Security                                                August 2007 – present 
Research Assistant, University of Georgia 
 
University of Georgia                Summer 2009 – present 
Instructor 
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Violent Intranational Political Conflict & Terrorism Lab                    August 2007 – May 2008 
Research Fellow, University of Georgia 
 
Covenant College                                                                                August 2006 – May 2007 
Adjunct Instructor 
 
The Journal of Political Science                                                       January 2005 – May 2006 
Editorial Assistant, University of South Carolina 
 
University of South Carolina                                                        January 2005 – May 2006 
Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science 
 
Richard L. Walker Institute of International and Area Studies        August 2005 – May 2006 
Graduate Assistant, University of South Carolina 
 
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 
INTL 4425.  Advanced Research in International Security Policy.  University of Georgia. 
 
INTL 4240.  International Organizations.  University of Georgia. 
 
POL 200.  Comparative Politics.  Covenant College. 
 
HIST 217.  American Politics and Presidential Elections.  Covenant College. 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
Tenth Annual New Faces Conference Invitee             September 2009 
Triangle Institute for Security Studies 
 
UGA Dissertation Fellowship             August 2009 – May 2010 
 
UGA Graduate School Dean’s Award for Dissertation Research   February 2009 
 
2008-09 Senator Sam Nunn Security Leadership Fellow                                  September 2008 
 
2007-08 Research Assistant Award, UGA Department of International Affairs              May 2008 
 
University of Georgia Graduate School Fellowship                     August 2007 – May 2009 
 
Sigma Iota Rho International Studies Honor Society                                   September 2005 
 
Research Assistantship                                                                              August 2005 – May 2006 
Richard L. Walker Institute of International and Area Studies 
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Political Science Department Assistantship                                             January 2005 – May 2006 
University of South Carolina  
 
Covenant Fellows Grant for Post-B.A. Studies                               August 2000 – December 2003 
Covenant College 
 
MacLellan Scholar for Leadership and Academics                                  August 1997 – May 2000 
Covenant College 
 
Multiple travel grants from the University of Georgia, the Center for International Trade and 
Security, the University of South Carolina, the American Political Science Association, and the 
International Studies Association. 
 
 
PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
Manuscripts Under Review 
 
“Public opinion in an Autocratic Regime: An Analysis of Iranian Public Opinion Data 2006-
2008.” With Ryan Bakker. Revise and Resubmit, Public Opinion Quarterly. 
 
“Different but the Same: Opinion and Policy Beyond the Democratic Context.” Submitted to The 
Journal of Politics. 
 
 
Conference Presentations 
 
“The Structure and Significance of Public Opinion in Non-Democratic Contexts.” 2009 New 
Faces Conference, Triangle Institute for Security Studies, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 
September 2009. 
 
“Opinion and Policy Beyond the Democratic West.” Accepted to the American Political Science 
Association 2009 Annual Convention, Toronto, Ontario, September 2009. 
 
“Public opinion in an Autocratic Regime: An Analysis of Iranian Public Opinion Data 2006-
2008.” With Ryan Bakker. Midwest Political Science Association 2009 Annual Convention, 
Chicago, Illinois, March 2009. 
 
“Is Terrorism a ‘Poor Man’s Patent’? Evaluating the Causal Connection between Education, 
Poverty and Violence.” With Mia M. Bloom. International Studies Association 2009 Annual 
Convention, New York, New York, February 2009. 
 
“International Law and Domestic Compliance: Explaining Variation in Legal Development, 
Institutionalization, and Implementation of UNSCR 1540.” With Bryan R. Early, Johannes 
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Karreth, and Douglas Stinnett. International Studies Association 2009 Annual Convention, New 
York, New York, February 2009. 
 
“Screening Out or Recruiting In? Explaining Participation in the Proliferation Security 
Initiative.” With Bryan R. Early. Midwest Political Science Association 2008 Annual 
Conference, Chicago, Illinois, April 2008. 
 
“Correlates of Popular Support for Iran’s Nuclear Program: Insights from a Nationally 
Representative Survey.” With C. Christine Fair  and Stephen M. Shellman. International Studies 
Association 2008 Annual Convention, San Francisco, California, March 2008. 
 
“The Weight of Violence: The Stakes Involved in Choosing a Measure of State and Nonstate 
Actors’ Behavioral Exchanges.” With Stephen M. Shellman and Brandon Stewart. International 
Studies Association 2008 Annual Convention, San Francisco, California, March 2008. 
 
“Why the Chechen Conflict?” Southern Conference on Slavic Studies 2006 Annual Convention, 
Columbia, South Carolina, March 2006. 
 
“NATO and France: A Critical Case Study of the Impact of Domestic Politics on the Outcomes 
and Cohesion of International Regimes, 1948-1954,” International Studies Association (South) 
2005 Annual Convention, Miami, Florida, November 2005. 
 
 
Grant Proposals in Progress 
 
“The Nonproliferation Compliance Project.” With Gary Bertsch (PI), Jeffrey Berejikian, Seema 
Gahlaut, Scott Jones, Johannes Karreth, Douglas Stinnett, Patricia Sullivan. National Science 
Foundation Grant Proposal. 
 
 
Working Papers 
 
“Is Terrorism a ‘Poor Man’s Patent’? Evaluating the Causal Connection between Education, 
Poverty and Violence.” With Mia M. Bloom. 
 
“International Law and Domestic Compliance: Explaining Variation in Legal Development, 
Institutionalization, and Implementation of UNSCR 1540.” With Bryan R. Early, Johannes 
Karreth, and Douglas Stinnett. 
 
“Commitment and Coercive Recruitment to International Regimes.” With Bryan R. Early.  
 
“Testing Opinion-Policy Consistency in the Palestinian Territories, 1993-2008.” 
 
“Measuring Trust (and Trusting the Measure).” With Ryan Bakker and Jeffrey Berejikian. 
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“Domestic Trust and Patterns of International Conflict.” With Jeffrey Berejikian and Ryan 
Bakker. 
 
“Leadership Change and the Power of Domestic Audiences: A Game Theoretic Account of 
Escalation and De-escalation in Civil Conflicts.” 
 
“The Determinants of State Compliance with the Nonproliferation Export Control Regimes.” 
 
 
Other Select Papers and Presentations 
 
“Different but the Same: Opinion and Policy Beyond the Democratic Context.” UGA 
Department of International Affairs/Globis Center for the Study of Global Issues Colloquium 
Series, scheduled for Fall 2009. 
 
“Involving Undergraduates in Nonproliferation Research.” Summer Nonproliferation Institute, 
Center for International Trade and Security, August 2008. 
 
“Iran or How They Learned to Stop Worrying and Support the Bomb.” Presented to the Board of 
Visitors, University of Georgia, October 2007. 
 
“The Evolution of Chechen Collective Dissent, 1991-2004.” University of South Carolina, M.A. 
thesis, Passed with Distinction, May 2006.  


