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BACKGROUND:  Buprenorphine was approved for use in the treatment of opioid 

dependence in 2002, but its diffusion into everyday clinical practice in community-

based treatment programs has been slow.  This study examines the net impact of 

efforts by state agencies, including provision of Medicaid coverage, on program-

level adoption of buprenorphine as of 2006.  METHODS:  Interviews were 

conducted with key informants in 49 of the 50 state agencies with oversight 

responsibility for addiction treatment services.  Information from these interviews 

was integrated with organizational data from the 2006 National Survey of 

Substance Abuse Treatment Services.  A multivariate logistic regression model 

was estimated to identify the effects of state efforts to promote the use of this 

medication, net of a host of organizational characteristics.  RESULTS:  The 

availability of Medicaid coverage for buprenorphine was a significant predictor of 

its adoption by treatment organizations.  CONCLUSIONS:  Inclusion of 

buprenorphine on state Medicaid formularies appears to be a key element in 

ensuring that patients have access to this state-of-the-art treatment option.  Other 

potential barriers to the diffusion of buprenorphine require identification, and the 

value of additional state-level policies to promote its use should be evaluated. 
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