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Despite growing interest in closing the “research to practice gap”, there are few data on
the availability of medications in American substance abuse treatment settings. Recent
research suggests that organizational characteristics may be associated with medication
availability. It is unclear if the availability of medications can be conceptualized in terms
of “technology clusters”, where the availability of a medication is positively associated
with the likelihood that other medications are also offered. Using data from 403 privately
funded and 363 publicly funded specialty substance abuse treatment centers in the US,
this research models the availability of agonist medications, naltrexone, disulfiram, and
SSRIs. Bivariate logistic regression models indicated considerable variation in adoption
across publicly funded non-profit, government-owned, privately funded non-profit, and
for-profit treatment centers. Some of these differences were attenuated by organizational
characteristics, such as accreditation, the presence of staff physicians, and the
availability of detoxification services. There was some evidence that naltrexone,
disulfiram, and SSRIs represent a group of less intensely regulated medications that is
distinct from more intensely regulated medications. These types of medications were
associated with somewhat different correlates. Future research should continue to
investigate the similarities and differences in the predictors of medication availability
across national contexts.
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