RELI 4300/6300 Islam And Its World, Dr. Godlas 3:45-4:25 rm 219A.
Email: godlas@uga.edu Website: http://www.uga.edu/islam phone 542-1486
Office hours: Wed. 4:25- 5:25

Requirements: 1) Junior or Senior standing or consent of instructor. 2) If you were not
originally enrolled in the class, you must send Dr. Godlas your email address ASAP so he
can add you to WebCT.

Course Description

The course will provide students with a basic knowledge of Islam and Islamic history and
study the primary beliefs and practices of Muslims as seen through the lenses of the
following areas of inquiry and questions:

(1) Beliefs concerning the basis of knowledge (What should we rely on in order to gain
knowledge?) — Epistemology, including Hermeneutics (What should we rely on in order
to understand and properly interpret that basis of knowledge?)

(2) Beliefs concerning the nature of ultimate reality (What is truly real? What are some of
the characteristics of ultimate reality? What is more real, less real? How is what is more
real related to what is less real? — Ontology, with subcategories of Theology (What is
God?), Cosmology (What does created reality consist of? What are the major divisions of
created reality?), and Eschatology (What is reality like after life as we know it ends?)

(3) Beliefs concerning the character of human nature as understood in the light of or in
relation to that reality (Who are we as humans? How do we identify ourselves? What
are our identities? What the more significant categories of people?)-- Anthropology

(4) Beliefs concerning the nature of human psychology (What does our consciousness
consist of? Namely, what are (a) our faculties of consciousness? —e.g. mind, conscience,
soul, etc.; and What are (b) our states or contents of consciousness? —some contemporary
answers are electro-chemical impulses, thoughts, and emotions such as love, grief,
happiness, depression, anger, ecstasy, etc.) -- Psychology

(5) Beliefs concerning the purpose of life (What is/are the purpose(s) of life?)--
Teleology

(6) Beliefs concerning the way of life that leads to that attainment (How can we achieve
the purpose? What are some of the major aspects of the methods or ways of life that lead
to that attainment?-- Methodology, with subcategories such as the following: social,
political, legal, economic, religio-spiritual (e.g. forms of worship).

The course will also survey various issues dealing with Islam that are particularly
relevant today, briefly examine some major countries/regions of the Muslim world, and
teach you to read the letters of the Arabic alphabet.

Objective of Course:

1) To learn a methodology for the scholarly study of religion and apply it a) most
importantly to the study of Islamic beliefs, and b) to a lesser extent to the study of
your own beliefs (for the sake of better understanding conflicts between Islam and
the West); and

2) To gain a broad knowledge of the major issues, a few key Muslim countries,
important historical movements, and religio-cultural dimensions of Islam.



Texts:

1) Various articles from Dr. Godlas' website http://www.uga.edu/islam , and on the
WebCT page for the class. If you forget the url of his page, you can put Dr.
Godlas last name into any search engine and the links will lead you to his website.

2) Nasr, Ideals and Realities of Islam (IR)

3) Nasr, The Heart of Islam (HI)

4) Wolfe, Taking Back Islam (TBI)

5) Pocket Guide to the Arabic Script (PG)

6) Course packet (CP) ready at Bel-Jeans copy shop on Broad St. by the third week
of class, if not sooner.

Tests and Grading:

1) 10% test 1, covering the main terms and concepts in the introductory articles and
Religiology and its significance. A study guide will be available on the WebCT.

2) 15% test2

3) 20% Final exam: it is comprehensive, covering terms, name, and concepts used
throughout the semester, including Religiology and its significance. A study
guide will be available on the WebCT.

4) 40% (33% written, 7% oral) Term paper, done in stages with the Writing
Intensive Program (WIP) TA, This will involve both a religiological analysis of a
particular Islamic text in translation and a researched historical section
contextualizing the author.

5) 10% Online Journal and responses; beginning with the week Sept. 3-7, you
choose one passage will be based on your responses to selected readings from the
texts and Dr. Godlas' website, especially articles dealing various regions of the
Muslim world; schedule and instructions will be posted on WebCt; also
Religiological Interviews will be included here.

6) 5% class participation and attendance

Additional Requirements for Graduate and Honors Option Students:

Graduate students will be required to do additional readings, to submit a well-
documented fifteen page analytical and research paper using primary sources and using
religiological analysis, and to facilitate online discussions, among other responsibilities.
Honors Option students will be required to submit the analytical and research paper noted
above.

Fri Au 17 Introduction; For quiz on Jan. 30, begin reading:
1) Esposito, "10 Things Everyone Needs to Know about Islam,"
http://arabworld.nitle.org/texts.php?module_id=2&reading_id=62&sequence=1 ; and

2) Kaltner, "Talking With Churches About Islam," (Professor Kaltner teaches at Rhodes College in
Memphis, TN. The article is on a Christian website, the Congregational Resource Guide.)

http://www.congregationalresources.org/kaltner.asp 3) John Voll "History of Islam" (online
http://www.cqpress.com/context/articles/epr_islam.html and in Wuthnow, Encyclopedia
of Politics and Religion 1998, reprinted in Congressional Quarterly)see online term
sheets on WebCT.




M Au 20 Brief overview of the major terms, concepts, and historical periods of Islam.
Understanding, Religiology, and their significance; PG8 )

W Au 22 Religiological questions PG10 <

F Au24 Religiological overview of Islam PG6-7 vowels

M Au 27 Religiological overview of Islam (cont.) PG9, 11 = & |

W Au 29 Review & discuss Religiological Interviews (due)

F Au31l Test#1 on the three introductory articles, religiology, and the Arabic letters
and vowels so far.

MS3 Labor Day holiday

W S5 Islamic Epistemology: Qur'an IR ch. 2; HI 22-27; IS (CP) Qur'an as Foundation,
pp. 3-10; PG 12-13 <«

F S7 Islamic Epistemology: Hadith and the Prophet: IR, ch. 3; HI 27-39: IS (CP)
"Sunnah and Hadith" pp. 97-110. PG 14-15 <

M S 10  Islamic Ontology: Theology, HI 3-13; VI (course pack 45-89). PG 16-17
W S 12 Onto: Cosmology, Eschatology, CP-IS 311-323, 345-357, 378-409, PG 18-19 ¢
F S 14 Anthropology CP-IS 358-377; PG 20-21 ¢

M S 17 Psychology CP-IS 294-310%*; PG 22-23 hamza

W S 19 Teleology and Methodology: 5 pillars (focus on Prayer and Hajj) PG 24-25 -
F S 21 Methodology: (Shari'ah) IR ch. 4, HI ch. 3; PG 26-7 3; Kamali, Legal Maxims
http://www.aml.org.uk/journal/3.2/Kamali%20-%20Qawaid%20al-Figh.pdf ; 99 Shari’a
Maxims: http://aibim.com/Articles/03a-Igtisad2b_Legal 99%20Sharia%20Maxim.htm
M S 24 Methodology (Tariqa: Sufism) IR ch. 5; PG 28-9 _

W S 26 Method: Sunnism& Shi'ism, Society IR ch 6; HI 55-112; HI ch. 4; PG 30-31 J
F S 28 Method: Art CP-IS v. 2, pp. 506-527, PG 32-33

M Oct 1 Method: Music, CP, "Islam and Music," pp. 31-44; CP-IS, v. 2 pp. 469-505;
PG34-35 &

W Oct 3 Test#2:

F Oct 5 ---Methodology: Violence and Peace, TBI 11-14, 25-54; Wahhabi-Salafism, Intro
to Salafi Da’wa: http://www.gss.org/articles/salafi/text.html ; Keller, Who or What is a
Salafi? http://www.masud.co.uk/ISLAM/nuh/salafi.htm ; PG36-37 o=

M Oct 8 -Methodology: Violence and Peace, HI, ch. 5, 6; Marranci, The Day I met
Kafeel http://tabsir.net/?p=290#more-290 ; PG 38-39 o=

W Oct 10- Methodology: Tolerance, Abou el Fadl Place of Tolerance in Islam
http://bostonreview.net/BR26.6/elfadl.html ; PG 40-41 =

F Oct 12 -- Democracy: TBI 55-88; Abou el Fadl Islam and the Challenge of Democracy
http://bostonreview.net/BR28.2/abou.html ; PG 42-43 L

M Oct 15 Women and Islam, Course Packet, Intro. to Women's Rights; PG 44-45 ¢

W Oct 17 -- Women and Islam, TBI 89-126; PG 46-47 ¢

F Oct 19 -- Sexuality and Marriage, "Turning Sex into Sadaqga"
http://www.themodernreligion.com/misc/sex/sadaga.html ; "Marriage and Morals in
Islam" http://www.al-islam.org/m_morals/ ; PG 48-49 <

M Oct 22 -- Islam in Turkey, CP II ; PG 50-51 &

W Oct 24 -- Islam in Indonesia CP II; PG 52-53 &

F Oct 26 — Fall break

M Oct 29 --Islamic Practice and Testimony in the US, TBI 191-240; PG 54-55 J

W Oct 31 — Muhammad in the Eyes of Americans Film




F Nov. 2 Muslims, Christians, Jews, TBI 151-168. PG 56-57 »

M Nov 5 African-American Islam, TBI 127-150; PG 58-59 ¢

W Nov 7 Islamic Culture in the West: poetry, music, humor, TBI 169-190; PG 60-61 o
F Nov 9 Islam in Morocco, CP II; PG 62-63 5

M Nov 12 Islam in Tunisia, CP II; PG 64-65

W Nov 14 Islam in Iran, CP II; PG 66-67 &

F Nov 16 Islam in Uzbekistan, CP II; PG 68, 72 'J sun & moon letters
M Nov 19 WIP Discussions

W Nov 21-23 Thanksgiving

M Nov 26 Paper Oral presentations

W Nov. 28 Paper Oral presentations

F Nov 30 Paper Oral presentations

M Dec 3 Paper Oral presentations

T Dec 4 Paper Oral presentations

W Dec 5 Review

Honesty Policy: All academic work must meet the standards
contained in “A Culture of Honesty.” All students are responsible to
inform themselves about those standards before performing any
academic work.

This Syllabus: The course syllabus is a general plan for the course;
deviations announced to the class by the instructor may be necessary.
Generally changes will be posted on WebCT and announced.



