Spotted turtlesliveinadiversearray of shalow wetlandshabitatsin the eastern
U. S. from New England down to northern Florida, and arealsofoundina

few northern satesof theMidwest. In many partsof their range

scientists believe that populations of spotted turtles are

declining, primarily because of habitat destruction and
collecting of turtlesfor the pet trade. Many of the habitatsthat
spotted turtlesinhabit are smdll, shalow wetlandsthat arenot well
protected from human disturbance—asthe wetlandsare destroyed,
habitat islost, and spotted turtle popul ations di sappesr.

Compar ed to many heat-loving reptiles, spotted turtlesare unusually activeduring
cool seasons. In South Carolina, most spotted turtlesghtingsarein February and March.
Turtlesare active during daytime, when they are out looking for food or basking. The

reproductive seasonisgeneraly inmid- tolate spring, and femaeswill digtheir nestsand
lay eggssometimebetween May and July. Female spotted turtlesusudly lay fromthreetofive
eggs, largefemalesmay lay upto 11 eggs.

Some animalslive up to their names better than others (ever wondered about
red-bellied woodpeckers?). If you’ ve seen aspotted turtle, you probably guessed
its name correctly. Although some hatchlings and very old adult turtles are
“gpotless,” most individuasare easily recognized by their bright yellow spots.
Ma e spotted turtles often have brown eyesand atan chin; femaleshave orange
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Hatchling spotted turtlesthat arelucky enough not

to be eaten by apredator may maturein 7-10 years

whenthey are approximately 3%zincheslong. Wild

spotted turtlesin Pennsylvaniaareknowntolive at
least 30 years.

Although spotted turtles are aquatic, during some parts of the
year they spend considerabletime on land, such aswhen they
overwinter, or move from wetland to wetland, or when
femaleslay eggs. Somefemaleswill actually returnto the
sameterrestrial location year after year to lay their eggs.
Spotted turtles are a good example of one of the many
“wetland” speciesthat dsorequiressuitableterrestria habitat if
populationsareto persist.

Thisinformation isprovided by Savannah River Ecology L aboratory Outreach
and SPARC. For more information, call (803) 725-0156.
Youmay alsovisit usat: www.uga.edu/srel/outreach.htm or www.par cplace.or g/education/
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