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How can anyone not think toads are cute? Their squatty little bodies combined w1th big eyes and a

gentle disposition make them enchanting members of the amphibian world=But the importance ofteads in local

ecosystems extends far beyond their “cute appeal.” Toads are impoﬂén'f for their role in naturz;I pest control,

eating countless insects and other invertebrates. And just in case you’re worried, although most toads are covered
with wart-like prejections, no ong has ever dé'veloped a wart\from han‘éhng toads. i \

From spring through _fall, the calls of male soutj;xén toadsmay be heard zlti‘breeding sites throug},ﬁlt the

southeastern U.S. Wetland breeding sites may include everything from roadside ditches-to permanent farm'ponds.-A male toad calls by using the vocal

sac on its chin. The male’s musical trill is a signal to females in the neighborhood — “I am here...I am here.”
The call of adarge male toad sounds-different from that of a.small male, so a female ‘knows’ something about _
the callér even from a distance. @nce a female locates and‘ch‘o_oses a male, the two tdad; mate and the eggs are
fertilized as they are being deposited in shallow water. The long strings of eggs, often numbering in the thousands,
hateh into minusculg black tadpoles. Next, the race is.on for the tadpt*s to deveIoRp into “toadlets’t before their
wetland dries. The'tiny tadpeles feed on al£ and otherplant matesial in the water. If the toad-glpoles are not
eaten by fish; invertebrates, or-othet predators, then they will"grow ‘and finally metamorphose (change) into
fingernail-sized rephcas of adults. At this Eomt in their life cycle, the toadlets have lost their gllls and are ready
to begln life on land. It may take the.young toads 2-3 yea;s to reach adult size. F LN '
'Some toads have been known to live 10 years of more in the wild. Adult toads will often return to the
sanje wetlands they were bo/rﬁl in to lay eggs. lee oth,elri amphibians, toads cap’qot survive without
proper aquatic an terrestrial habitats. The ne wetlands that are breéding sites for amphibi ﬂﬂs are
ones we contlnue to pollute and sometimes destroy. Continued reséarch on amphlblan populations,
combined with environmental education focused on wetland habitats, is critical for the future of all
frogs, toads, and salamanders.
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J. For more liz{ﬁrmatzon call (803) 725-0156. You may also visit us x‘
4 jww .uga.e /srel/outreach‘lttm or wwév parcplace. orﬁ/educatl / “ |
] b - % ==

Photos by David Scott “Wiitten by Tony KilTs: Layout and Design by Lindi/ Nowak.



