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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
     Criminology is the social scientific study of criminal behavior. This course introduces students to the 
dimensions of the discipline, its principal findings and theories. The emphasis throughout is one the 
sociology of criminal behavior, rather than its biological or psychological dimensions. The course is 
divided into two roughly equal sections. Distinguishing four broad categories of crime, the first section 
describes what criminologists have learned about a variety of criminal behavior, such as homicide, rape, 
robbery, drug use, prostitution, burglary, and white collar crime, and drug dealing. The second section of 
the course addresses the theoretical logic developed by sociologists to explain crime. By the end of the 
course students should be familiar with the broad patterns of criminal behavior and the principal theories 
of crime. 
 
 
 

READINGS 
 

Required reading consists of three books. The books are: 
 
Cooney, Mark 
 1998  Warriors and Peacemakers: How Third Parties Shape Violence. New York: New 

York University Press.  
 
Jacoby, Joseph. E. (editor) 
 2004  Classics of Criminology. Long Grove, Ill: Waveland Press (3rd edition). 
  
 There are also 20 articles on electronic reserve (see over). To access the articles, go to the Library 
web site (at the very bottom of the UGA home page), click on “Gil Catalog,” and then on “Search Course 
Reserves.” Under “Instructor” scroll down to “Cooney, Mark” or under “Course” scroll to “Soci 3810 
 
 The suggested readings can be found in the library. They are included in this syllabus list to allow 
you to follow up on ideas discussed in lectures, and to help you begin the research for the required paper. 
 
 

 
CLASSES 

 
 Classes meet on Tuesday and Thursday11:00-12:15.  Please be on time.  You are expected to 
attend every class. Students who have more than three unjustified absence will be dropped. (An absence is 
"justified" only in the case of a grave personal or documented medical problem.) 
  
 Please turn off all cellphones and pagers and put away all newspapers before class.   
  
  

REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
1. First Test: Thursday, September 21   (20%) 
2. Second Test: Tuesday, October 24   (25%) 
3. Paper: Due Tuesday., December 5   (25%) 
4. Final: Tuesday, December 12, 12:00   (30%) 
 



MAKE UP EXAMS 
 
 Make up exams will only be permitted for good reason (e.g., medically certified illness).  If you 
need to make up, please see me after class.   
 
  
 

PAPER 
 
 You are required to write a short (i.e., maximum of eight pages) paper on any issue of relevance 
to the course. I will be available to help you choose a topic, if you so wish. In selecting your topic, 
remember that it is better to develop one idea fully than to try and treat three or four superficially.  
 
 
 You must relate your paper to the ideas and themes of the course. That is a challenge. I approach 
Criminology from a sociological perspective: I describe and explain criminal behavior by reference to the 
social characteristics of the participants and their environment. Much criminology, however, involves the 
use of a biological or psychological or psychiatric or political perspective – it addresses the body, mind, 
or morality of criminals. Those perspective are valid, but they are different from the sociological 
perspective pursued in the course.  Much of what you will read about crime in the scholarly literature uses 
one of the non-sociological approaches.  If you draw upon sources of that kind for your paper you need to 
translate the information into a sociological  perspective.  
 
 I will grade you on the depth of your research, the level of your understanding of the materials 
covered, the originality of your ideas, and the quality of your presentation.  
 
 Be careful about using Web sites for research.. There is a lot of good information on the Internet 
but a lot of nonsense as well. Use reliable sources (e.g., U.S. government sites). Remember too that the 
best data and analyses are still to be found in the academic books and articles housed in the Main Library. 
 
     
 

DISABILITIES 
 
 If you have a disability and would like to request classroom accommodations, please see me 
(instructor) after class or make an appointment during office hours. 
          
 

 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

 
 All academic work must meet the standards contained in “A Culture of Honesty.” Students are 
responsible for informing themselves about those standards before performing any academic work. 
 

 
 

CAVEAT 
 
 The course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the 
 instructor may be necessary. 
 



E-RESERVE LIST (password: crime) 
 
NUMBER AUTHOR    TITLE
01  Black, Donald    Crime as Social Control 

 
02  Mark Cooney    The Privatization of Violence 
 
03  Eugene J. Kanin   Date Rape 
  
04  Richard T. Wright and Scott  Burglars on the Job: Streetlife and Residential 
  H. Decker    Break-Ins (pp. 62-102) 
 
05  Barbara W. Lex    Narcotics Addicts’ Hustling Strategy: Creation 

and Manipulation of Ambiguity 
 

06  Paul Blumberg    The Predatory Society: Deception in the 
American Workplace (pp. 8-19, 48-58, 160-167) 

 
07  Mary Lorenz Dietz   Killing for Profit: The Social Organization of 

Felony Homicide (pp. 3-13, 45-74). 
 
08  Paul E. Tracy and James Alan Fox A Field Experiment on Insurance Fraud in Auto 

Body Repair 
 
09  Wilson R. Palacios and Melissa  “E” is for Ecstasy: A Participant Observation 
  E. Fenwick    Study of Ecstasy Use 
 
10  Adam Isaiah Green   “Chem Friendly”: The Institutional Basis of 

‘Club Drug’ Use in a Sample of Urban Gay Men 
 
11  Lise-Marie VanNostrand and  The Motives and Mechanics of Operating an 
  Richard Tewksbury   Illegal Drug Enterprise 
 
12  Phyllis Coontz    Managing the Action: Sports Bookmakers as  
       Entrepreneurs 
 
13  Sheldon Zhang and Ko-Lin Chin Enter the Dragon: Inside Chinese Human 

Smuggling Organizations 
 
14  John M. Hagedorn   Homeboys, Dope Fiends, Legits, and New Jacks 
 
15  David M. Buss    The Murderer Next Door: Why The Mind is 

Designed To Kill (pp. 28-65) 
 
16  Jack Katz    Sneaky Thrills 
 
17  Richard Rosenfeld and Steven  Crime and the American Dream  
  Messner 
 
18  Robert J. Sampson, Stephen W.  Collective Efficacy and Crime 
  Raudenbush, and Felton Earls 
 
19  Robert Agnew     Why do Criminals Offend? A General Theory of 

Crime and Delinquency (pp.37-63) 
 
20  Donald Black     Violent Structures 



PART 1: EMPIRICAL PATTERNS  
 
 

Topic 1 
 

Defining Crime 
 
 
Required
 
Becker, Howard S. 
 1963  “Outsiders.” Chapter 42 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
 
 
 
Suggested
 
 
Black, Donald 

1976    Pages 4-6 in The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic Press. 
 
Chambliss, William J. and Marjorie S. Zatz (editors) 

1993  Making Law: The State, the Law, and Structural Contradictions. Bloomington: 
Indiana University Press. 

 
Comack, Elizabeth and Gillian Balfour 
 2004  The Power to Criminalize: Violence, Inequality and the Law. Halifax: Fernwood 

Publishing. 
 
Lynch, Michael J. and W. Byron Groves 

1989   A Primer in Radical Criminology. New York: Harrow and Heston (second 
edition; first edition, 1986). 

 
Schwendinger, Herman and Julia Schwendinger 

1970   "Defenders of order or guardians of human rights?" Issues in Criminology 7: 71-
81.  

 
Tappan, Paul  

1947  "Who is the criminal?" American Sociological Review 12: 97-102. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 



 
 
 

Topic 2 
 

Counting Crime 
 
Required
 
Sutherland, Edwin H. 
 1940  “White collar criminality.” Chapter 3 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
 
 
Suggested
 
Black, Donald 

1970  "Production of crime rates." American Sociological Review 35: 733-748. 
 
Biderman, A.D. and Albert J. Reiss 

1967  "On exploring the "dark figure" of crime." Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science 374: 1-15. 

 
Cicourel, Aaron V. 

1968  Pages 1-21 and 59-110 in The Social Organization of Juvenile Justice. New 
York: John Wiley. 

 
Davis, F. James 

1952  "Crime rates in Colorado newspapers." American Journal of Sociology 57: 325-
330. 

 
Dutton, Donald G. 

1987  "The criminal justice response to wife assault." Law and Human Behavior 11: 
189-206. 

 
Ennis, Philip 

1967  "Crimes, victims, and the police." Trans-action 4: 36-41.  
 
Hindelang, Michael J., Travis Hirschi, and Joseph G. Weis 

1981  Measuring Delinquency. Beverley Hills: Sage.  
 
Sellin, Thorstein and Marvin Wolfgang 

1964  The Measurement of Delinquency. New York: John Wiley. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic 3 
 

Moralistic Crime 
 
 
Required  
 
Black, Donald 

1983  "Crime as social control." American Sociological Review 48: 34-45 (E-Reserve) 
 
Cooney, Mark 
 2003  “The privatization of violence.” Criminology 41: 1377-1406, 2003(E-Reserve) 
  

1998  Chapters 1, 2, 5, and 6 in Warriors and Peacemakers: How Third Parties Shape 
Violence. New York: New York University Press. 

 
 
 
Suggested
 
Baumgartner, M.P. 

1984  "Social control in suburbia." Pages 79-103 in Toward A General Theory of 
Social Control, volume 2: Selected Problems, edited by Donald Black. Orlando: 
Academic Press. 

 
Browne, Angela 

1987  When Battered Women Kill. New York: Free Press. 
 
Chambliss, William J. 

1989  "State-organized crime." Criminology 27: 183-208. 
 
Cooney, Mark 
 1997  “The decline of elite homicide.” Criminology 35: 381-407. 
 

1998 "The dark side of community: moralistic homicide and strong social ties." Sociological 
Focus 31: 135-153. 

 
 
Cooney, Mark and Scott Phillips 

2002 “Typologizing violence: a Blackian perspective.” International Journal of Sociology 
and Social Policy 22: 71-10 

 
 
Chevigny, Paul 

1969  Police Power: Police Abuses in New York City. New York: Vintage. 
 
Coleman, Diane H. and Murray A. Strauss 

1986 "Marital power, conflict, and violence in a nationally representative sample of American 
couples." Violence and Victims 1: 141-157. 

1987  
 



Currie, Elliot 
1985  Chapter 5 in Confronting Crime: An American Challenge. New York: Pantheon. 

 
Decker, Scott H. and Barrik Van Winkle 

1996  Life in the Gang: Family, Friends, and Violence. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

 
Dobash, R. Emerson and Russell Dobash 

1979  Violence against Wives: A Case  Against the Patriarchy. London: Open Books, 
1980. 

 
Dobash, Russell P., R. Emerson Dobash, Margo Wilson, and Martin Daly 
 1992  “They myth of sexual symmetry in marital violence.” Social Problems 39: 71-91. 
 
Felson, Richard B. and Henry B. Steadman 

1983  "Situational factors in disputes leading to criminal violence." Criminology 21: 
59-74. 

 
Halperin, Morton H., Jerry J. Berman, Robert L. Borosage, and Christine M. Marwick 

1976  The Lawless State: The Crimes of the U.S. Intelligence Agencies. 
Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

 
Hawkins, Darnell F. (editor) 

1986  Homicide among Black Americans. Lanham: University Press of America. 
 
Horowitz, Ruth 

1983  Chapter 5 in Honor and the American Dream: Culture and Identity in a Chicano 
Community. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. 

 
Kleck, Gary 

1991  Point Blank: Guns and Violence in America. New York: Aldine De Gruyter. 
 
Luckenbill, David 

1977  "Criminal homicide as a situated transaction." Social Problems 25: 176-186. 
 
Lane, Roger  

1997  Murder in America: A History. Columbus: Ohio State Press University Press. 
 
Lundsgaarde, Henry P. 

1977  Murder in Space City: A Cultural Analysis of Houston Homicide Patterns. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

 
McDowell, David, Alan Lizotte, and Brian Wiersema 

1991  "General deterrence through civilian gun ownership." Criminology 29: 541-559. 
 
McGrath, Roger D. 

1984  Gunfighters, Highwaymen, and Vigilantes: Violence on the Frontier. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 

 
Oliver, William 

1989  "Sexual conquest and patterns of black-on-black violence: a structural-cultural 



perspective." Violence and Victims 4: 257-273. 
 
 
Pepinsky, Harold E. 

1991  The Geometry of Violence and Democracy. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press. 

 
 
Peristiany, J.G. (editor)  

1966  Honour and Shame: The Values of Mediterranean Society. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press. 

 
Phillips, Scott 
 2003  “The structure of vengeance: a test of Black’s model.” Criminology 41: 673-708. 
 
Scully, Diana and Joseph Marolla 

1985  ""Riding the bull at Gilley's": convicted rapists describe the rewards of rape." 
Social Problems 32: 251-263. 

 
Shakur, Sanyika 

1993   Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member. New York: Penguin. 
 
Wolfgang, Marvin E. 

1958  Patterns in Criminal Homicide. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 
 
Wyatt-Brown, Bertram 

1982  Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
Reiss, Albert J., Jr. 

1968  "Police brutality -- answers to key questions." Transaction 5: 10-19. 
 
Strauss, Murray A., Richard Gelles, and Suzanne K. Steimmitz 

1980  Behind Closed Doors: Violence in the American Family. Garden City: Anchor, 
1981. 

 
Tjaden, Patricia and Nancy Thoennes 
 2000  Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence. Washington 

D.C. U.S. Department of Justice. 
 
Wells, William and Julie Horney 

2002 “Weapon effects and individual intent to do harm: influences on the escalation of 
violence.” Criminology 40: 265-295. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Topic 4 

 
Predatory Crime 

 
Required
 
Kanin, Eugene J.   
 1985  “Date Rape:. Archives of Sexual Behavior 14: 219-231. (E-Reserve)  
 
Wright, Richard T. and Scott H. Decker 
 1994  Burglars on the Job: Streetlife and Residential Break-Ins. Boston: Northeastern 

University Press. (Pp. 62-102 (E-Reserve) 
 
Lex, Barbara 
 1990  “Narcotics Addicts’ Hustling Strategy: Creation and Manipulation of 

Ambiguity.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 18: 338-415. (E-Reserve) 
 
Blumberg, Paul 

1989  The Predatory Society: Deception in the American Marketplace. New York: 
Oxford University Press (Pp. 8-19, 48-58, 160-167)( E-reserve) 

 
Dietz, Mary Lorenz 

1983  Killing for Profit: The Social Organization of Felony Homicide. Chicago: Nelson 
Hall (Pp. 3-13, 45-74.) E-Reserve 

 
Tracy, Paul E. and James Alan Fox 

1989  "A field experiment on insurance in auto body repair." Criminology 27: 589-603. 
(E-Reserve)    

 
 
Suggested
 
Allen, John 

1977  Assault with a Deadly Weapon: The Autobiography of  a Street Criminal. New 
York: McGraw Hill. 

 
Brownmiller, Susan 

1975  Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape. New York: Simon and Schuster. 
 
Cameron, Mary Owen 

1964  The Booster and the Snitch: Departmental Store Shoplifting. London: Macmillan. 
 
Cooney, Mark 

1997  "Hunting among police and predators: the enforcement of traffic law." Studies in 
Law, Politics, and Society 16: 165-188. 

 
Cordingly, David 
 1996  Under the Black Flag; The Romance and the Reality of Life among the Pirates. 

New York: Random House. 
 



Cromwell, Paul F., James N. Olson, and D'aunn Wester Avary 
1991  Breaking and Entering: An Ethnographic Analysis of Burglary. Newbury Park: 

Sage. 
 
Currin, Robert and Bruce Porter 

1979  Blackout Looting: New York City, July 13, 1977. New York: Gardner Press. 
 
Dabney, Dean A., Richard C. Hollinger, and Laura Dugan 
 2004  “Who actually steals? A study of covertly observed shoplifters.” Justice 

Quarterly 21: 693-728. 
 
Felson, Richard B. and Marvin Krohn 
 1990  “Motives for rape.” Journal of research in Crime and Delinquency 27: 222-242. 
 
Grabosky, Peter, Russell G. Smith, and Gillian Dempsey 
 2001  Electronic Theft: Unlawful Acquisition in Cyberspace. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
 
Grayson, Betty and Morris I. Stein 

1981  "Attracting assault: victims' nonverbal cues." Journal of Communication 31: 68-
75. 

 
Letkmann, Peter 

1973  Crime as Work. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 
 
Miller, Jody and Martin D. Schwartz 

1995  "Rape myths and violence against street prostitutes." Deviant Behavior 16: 1-23. 
 
Muehlenhard, Charlene L., Sharon Danoff-Burg, and Irene G. Powch 
 1996  “Is rape sex or violence: conceptual issues and implications.” Pages 119-137 in 

Sex, Power, Conflict: Evolutionary and Feminist Perspectives, edited by David 
M. Buss and Neil M. Malamuth. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Sanday, Peggy Reeves 

1990  Fraternity Gang Rape: Sex, Brotherhood, and Privilege on Campus. New York: 
New York University Press. 

 
Shapiro, Susan P. 

1984  Wayward Capitalists: Targets of the Securities and Exchange Commission. New 
Haven: Yale University Press. 

 
Sherry, Frank 

1986  Raiders and Rebels: The Golden Age of Piracy. New York: William Morrow. 
 
Weisburd, David, Stanton Wheeler, Elin Waring, and Nancy Bode 

1991  Crimes of the Middle Class: White-Collar Offenders in the Federal Courts. New 
Haven: Yale University Press. 

 
Wright, Richard T. and Scott H. Decker 
 1997  Armed Robbers in Action: Stickups and Street Culture. Boston: Northeastern 

University Press. 



 
Topic 5 

 
Expressive Crime 

 
 
Required 
 
Palacios, Wilson R and Melissa E. Fenwick 
 
 2003  ““E” is for Ecstasy: A Participant Observation Study Of Ecstasy Use.” Pages  
   277-283 in In Their Own Words: Criminals on Crime, edited by Paul Cromwell. 
   Los Angeles: Roxbury Publishing Company. (E-Reserve)  
 
Green, Adam Isaiah  

2003  “Chem Friendly”: The Institutional Basis of ‘Club Drug’ Use in a Sample of 
Urban Gay Men. Deviant Behavior 24: 427-447. 

 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Inciardi, James A. and Karen McElrath (editors) 
 1995  The American Drug Scene: An Anthology. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
Lachmann, Richard 

1988  "Graffiti as career and ideology." American Journal of Sociology 94: 229-250. 
 
Matthews, Patrick 
 1999  Cannabis Culture: A Journey through Disputed Territory. Edinburgh: 

Bloomsbury. 
 
Nock, Steven L. and Paul W. Kingston 

1990  "Deviance and social control: drug tests and witch hunts: the creation of social 
deviance." Chapter 4 in The Sociology of Public Issues. Belmont: Wadsworth. 

 
Presdee,, Mike 
 2000  Cultural Criminology and the Carnival of Crime. London: Routledge. 
 
 
Reinarman, Craig and Harry G. Levine (editors) 
 1997  Crack in America: Demon Drugs and Social Justice. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 
 
Schur, Edwin M. 

1965  Crimes without Victims: Deviant behavior and Public Policy: Abortion, 
Homosexuality, and Drug Addiction. Engelwood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 

Taylor, Paul A. 
1999 Hackers: Crime in the Digital Sublime. London: Routledge. 
2000  

 



Topic 6 
 

 Entrepreneurial Crime 
 
 
Required  
 
Van Nostrand, Lise-Marie and Richard Tewksbury 
 1999  “The Motives and mechanics of Operating an Illegal Drug Enterprise.” Deviant 

Behavior 21: 57-83. (E-Reserve) 
   
 
Coontz, Phyllis  
 2001  “Managing the action: sports bookmakers as entrepreneurs.” Deviant Behavior 

22: 239-266. (E-Reserve) 
 
 
Zhang, Sheldon and Ko-Lin Chin 

2002  “Enter the Dragon: Inside Chinese Human Smuggling Organizations..” 
Criminology 40: 737-767. (E-Reserve) 

 
 
Hagedorn, John 
 1994  “Homeboys, dope fiends, legits, and new jacks.” Criminology 32: 197-219 (E-

Reserve) 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested 
 
 
Bourgois, Philippe 

1995  In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

 
Delacoste, Frédéique and Priscilla Alexander 
 1988  Sex Work: Writings by Women in the Sex Industry. London: Virago Press. 
 
Haller, Mark 
 1990  “Illegal enterprise: a theoretical and historical interpretation. Criminology 28: 

207-235. 
 
Hebditch, David and Nick Anning 

1988  Porn Gold: Inside the Pornography Business. London: Faber and Faber. 
 
Jacobs, Bruce A. 
 1999  Dealing Crack: The Social World of Streetcorner Selling. Boston: Northeastern 

University Press. 
 



Jacques, Scott 
 2005  The Management of Predation among Young, Middle Class Drug Dealers. 

Unpublished Honor’s Thesis: Department of Sociology, University of Georgia. 
Jankowski, Martin Sanchez 

1991  Islands in the Street: Gangs and American Urban Society. Berkeley: University 
of California Press. 

 
Kaplan, David E. and Alex Dubro 

1986  Yakuza: The Explosive Account of Japan's Criminal Underworld. New York: 
Macmillan. 

 
Meckzkowski, Thomas 

1986  "Geeking up and throwing down: heroin street life in Detroit." Criminology 24: 
645-666. 

 
MacCoun, Robert and Peter Reuter 

1992  "Are the wages of sin $30 an hour? Economic aspects of street-level drug 
dealing." Crime and Delinquency 38:: 477-491. 

 
Naylor, R. T. 
 2002  Wages of Crime: Black Markets, Illegal Finance, and the Underworld Economy. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
 
Padilla, Felix M. 

1992  The Gang as an American Enterprise. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. 
 

Reuter, Peter 
1983  Disorganized Crime: The Economics of the Visible hand. Cambridge: MIT Press. 

 
Schlosser, Eric 
 2003  Reefer Madness: Sex, Drugs, and Cheap Labor in the American Market. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin. 
 
Steffensmeier, Darrelll and Jeffrey T. Ulmer 
 2006  “Black and white control of numbers gambling: a cultural assets-social capital 

view.” American Sociological Review 71: 123-156. 
 
Weisheit, Ralph A. 

1990  "Domestic marijuana growers: mainstreaming deviance." Deviant Behavior 11: 
107-129. 

Weitzer, Ronald (editor) 
 2000  Sex for Sale: Prostitution, Pornogrpahy, and the Sex Industry. New York: 

Routledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PART 2: THEORIES  

 
Topic 7 

 
Biological Theory 

 
 
Required 
 
Buss, David M. 
 2005  The Murderer Next Door: Why the Mind is Designed to Kill. New York: The 

Penguin Press (pp. 34-65). 
 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Booth, Alan and D. Wayne Osgood 

1993  "The influence of testosterone on deviance in adulthood: assessing and 
explaining the relationship." Criminology 31: 93-117. 

 
Brennan, Patricia A. and Sarnoff A. Mednick 

1990  "A reply to Walters and White: "Heredity and crime."" Criminology 28: 657-661. 
 
Daly, Martin and Margo Daly 

1988  Homicide. New York: Aldine De Gruyter. 
 
Eysenck, Hans J. 

1977  Crime and Personality. Frogmore: Paladin (revised edition; first edition, 1964). 
 
Fishbein, Diana H. 

1990  "Biological perspectives in criminology." Criminology 28: 27-72. 
 
Glueck, Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck 

1956  Physique and Delinquency. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1970. 
 
Jencks, Christopher 

1987  "Genes and crime." New York Review of Books 34 (2): 33-41. 
 
Rowe, David C. 
 2002  Biology and Crime. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
Thornhill, Randy and Craig T. palmer 
 2000  A Natural History of Rape: Biological Bases of Sexual Coercion. Cambridge: 

MIT Press. 
 
Walters, Glenn D. and Thomas W. White 

1989  "Heredity and crime: bad genes or bad research?" Criminology 27: 455-485. 
 

1992  "A meta-analysis of the gene-crime relationship." Criminology 30: 595-613. 



 
Topic 8  

 
Phenomenological Theory 

 
Required 
 
Katz, Jack 
 1988  “Sneaky thrills.”  In Seductions of Crime. New York: Basic Books. 
 
 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Athens, Lonnie 
 1997  Violent Criminal Acts and Actors Revisited. Chicago: University of Illinois 

Press. 
 
Douglas, Jack D. 

1967  The Social Meanings of Suicide. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
 
Denzin, Norman 

1984  "Toward a phenomenology of domestic, family violence." American Journal of 
Sociology 90: 483-513. 

 
Katz, Jack 

1988  Seductions of Crime: Moral and Sensual Attractions in Doing Evil. New York: 
Basic. 

 
Laing, R..D. 

1959  The Divided Self: An Existential Study in Sanity and Madness. Middlesex: 
Penguin Books, 1965. 

 
Leff, Arthur Allen 

1976  Swindling and Selling. New York: Free Press. 
 
Luckenbill, David F. 
 1977  “Criminal homicide as a situated transaction.” Social Problems 25: 176-186. 
 
Matza, David 

1964  Delinquency and Drift. New York: John Wiley and Sons. 
 

1969 Becoming Deviant. Engelwood Cliffs Prentice-Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic 9 
 

Motivational Theory 1: Strain/Anomie Theory 
 
 
 
Required 
 
Merton, Robert K. 
 1938  “Social structure and anomie.” Chapter 27 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
 
Agnew, Robert S. 
 1992  “Foundations for a general strain theory of crime and delinquency.” Chapter 28 

in Classics of Criminology. 
 
Rosenfeld, Richard and Steven F. Messner 
 1995  “Crime and the American dream.” The Legacy of Anomie Theory 6: 198-207. 

(E-Reserve). 
 
 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Brezina, Timothy 

1996  "Adapting to strain: an examination of delinquent coping responses." 
Criminology 34: 39-60. 

  
Broidy, Lisa M. 
 2001  “ A test of general strain theory.” Criminology 39: 9-33. 
 
Cohen, Albert K. 

1955  Delinquent Boys: The Culture of the Gang. New York: Free Press. 
 
Dollard, John, Neal E. Miller, Leonard W. Doob, O.H. Mowrer, Robert S. Sears (in collaboration with 
Ellen S. Ford, Carl Ives Hovland, and Richard T. Sollenberger) 

1939  Frustration and Aggression. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
 
Greenberg, David F. 

1977  "Delinquency and the age structure of society." Contemporary Crises 1: 189-223. 
 
Henry, Andrew F. and James F. Short, Jr. 

1954  Suicide and Homicide: Some Economic, Sociological and Psychological Aspects 
of Aggression. New York: Free Press. 

         
 
 
 
 
 



 
      Topic 10 
   

Motivational Theory 2: Learning/Cultural Theory 
 
 
Required 
 
Sutherland, Edwin H. and Donald R. Cressey 
 1960  “Diferential association.” Chapter 34 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
Akers, Ronald A. 
 1966  “A differential association-reinforcement theory of criminal behavior.” Chapter 

35 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
Miller, Walter B. 

1958  "Lower class culture as a generating milieu of gang delinquency." Chapter 32 in 
Classics of Criminology. 

             
 
 
Suggested 
 
Akers, Ronald L. 

1996  "Is differential association/social learning cultural deviance theory?" 
Criminology 34: 229-247. 

 
Anderson, Elijah 
 1999  Code of the Street: Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City. New 

York: W.W. Norton and Co. 
 
Hirschi, Travis 

1996  "Theory without ideas: reply to Akers." Criminology 34: 249-256. 
 
Krohn, Marvin D., William F. Skinner, James L. Massey, and Ronald L. Akers 

1985  "Social learning theory and adolescent cigarette smoking: a longitudinal study." 
Social Problems 32: 455-473. 

 
Sutherland, Edwin H. 

1947  "Differential association." Pages 5-7 in Principles of Criminology. New York: 
Harper and Row. 

 
Wolfgang, Marvin E. and Franco Feraccuti 

1967  The Subculture of Violence: Towards an Integrated Theory in Criminology. 
London: Tavistock. 

 
Wood, Peter B., Walter R. Gove, James A. Wilson, and John K. Cochran 

1997 "Nonsocial reinforcement and habitual criminal conduct: an extension of learning 
theory." Criminology 35: 335-366. 

 
        



Topic 11 
 

Motivational Theory 3: Control/ Disorganization Theory 
 
Required 
  
Hirschi, Travis 
 1967  “A Control Theory of Delinquency. Chapter 38 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
Gottfredson, Michael R. and Travis Hirschi 
 1990  “A general theory of crime.” Chapter 39 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
 
Sampson, Robert J., Stephen W. Raudenbush, and Felton Earls 
 1997  “Collective Efficacy and Crime.” Science 227: 118-123. (E-Reserve) 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Bursik, Robert J. Jr. and Harold G. Grasmick 

1993  Neighborhoods and Crime: The Dimensions of Effective Community Control. 
New York: Lexington Books. 

 
Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson 
 2003  Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent Boys to Age 70. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press. 
 
Pratt, Travis C. and Francis T. Cullen 
 2000  “The empirical status of Gottfredson and Hirschi’s General Theory of Crime: a 

meta-analysis. Criminology 38: 931-964. 
 
Reed, Gary E. and Peter Cleary Yeager 

1996  "Organizational offending and neoclassical criminology: challenging the reach of 
a general theory of crime." Criminology 34: 357-382. 

 
Sampson, Robert and John Laub 

1993  Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points Through Life. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 

 
Sampson, Robert J. and W. Byron Groves 

1989  "Community structure and crime: testing social-disorganization theory." 
American Journal of Sociology 94: 774-802. 

 
Shaw, Clifford R. and Henry D. McKay 

1969  Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas: A Study of Rates of Delinquency in 
Relation to Differential Characteristics of Local Communities in American 
Cities. Chicago: University of Chicago Press (revised edition; first edition, 1942). 

 
Simons, Ronald L., Christine Johnson, Rand D. Conger, and Glenn Elder Jr. 
 1998  “A test of latent trait versus life-course perspectives on the stability of adolescent 

antisocial behavior.” Criminology 36: 217-243. 



Topic 12 
 

Motivational Theory 4: Labeling Theory and Integrated Theory  
 
 
Required 
 
Tannenbaum, Frank 
 1938  “The dramatization of evil.” Chapter 40 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
Lemert, Edwin S. 
 1952  “Primary and secondary deviation.” Chapter 41 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
Agnew, Robert 
 2005  Chapter 3 in Why Do Criminals Offend: A General Theory of Crime and 

Delinquency. Los Angeles: Roxbury Publishing Company. 
 
 
Suggested 
 
 
Becker, Howard S. 

1963  Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. New York: Free Press.  
 
Braithwaite, John 

1989  Crime, Shame, and Reintegration. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Elliott, Delbert S., Suzanne S. Ageton, and Rachelle J. Canter 
 1979  “An integrated theoretical perspective on delinquent behavior.” Journal of 

Research in Crime and Delinquency 15:: 3-27. (E-Reserve) 
 
 
Gove, Walter (editor) 

1980  The Labeling of Deviance. Beverly Hills: Sage. 
 
Lemert, Edwin M. 

1951  Social Pathology. New York: McGraw-Hill. 
 
Link, Bruce G., Francis T. Cullen, Elmer Struening, Patrick E. Shrout, and Bruce P. Dohrenwend 

1989  "A modified labeling theory approach to mental disorders: an empirical 
assessment." American Sociological Review 54: 400-423. 

 
Tornberry, Terence P. 
 1987  “Toward an interactional theory of delinquency.” Criminology 25: 863-891. 
 
Wellford, Charles 

1975  "Labeling theory and criminology." Social Problems 22: 313-332. 
 
 
 
   



 
Topic 13  

 
Rational Choice/Conflict Theory 

 
 
Required 
 
Cornish Derek B. and Ronald V. Clarke 
 1985  “Modeling offenders’ decisions: a framework for the research and policy.” 

Chapter 15 in Classics of Criminology.  
 
Quinney, Richard 
 1980  “Class, state, and crime.” Chapter 18 in Classics of Criminology. 
 
Chensy-Lind, Meda 
 1989  “Girls’ crime and woman’s place: toward a feminist model of female 

delinquency.’ Chapter 44 in Classics of Criminology. 
  
 
 
 
Suggested 
 
Andenaes, Johannes 

1966  "The general preventive effect of punishment." University of Pennsylvania Law 
Review 114: 949-983. 

 
Becker, Gary S. 

1968  "Crime and punishment: an economic approach." Journal of Political Economy 
76: 169-217. 

 
Blumstein, Alfred, Jacqueline Cohen, and Daniel Nagin 

1978  Deterrence and Incapacitation: Estimating the Effects of Criminal Sanctions on 
Crime Rates. Washington D.C.: National Academy of Sciences. 

 
Brownmiller, Susan 

1975  Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape. New York: Bantam Books. 
 
 
Cornish, Derek B. and Ronald V. Clarke (editors) 

1986  The Reasoning Criminal: Rational Choice Perspectives on Offending. New York: 
Springer-Verlag. 

 
Colvin, Mark and John Pauly 

1983  "A critique of criminology: toward an integrated structural-Marxist theory of 
delinquency production." American Journal of Sociology 89: 513-551. 

 
Cook, Philip J. 

1989  "The economics of criminal sanctions." Pages 50-78 in Sanctions and Rewards in 
the Legal System: A Multidisciplinary Perspective, edited by M.L. Friedland. 



Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 
 
Exum, M. Lyn 
 2002  “The application and robustness of the rational choice perspective in the study of 

intoxicated and angry intentions to aggress.” Criminology 40:933-966. 
 
Gladwell, Malcolm 
 2000  The Tipping Point: How Little Things can Make a Big Difference. Boston: Little, 

Brown. 
 
Greenberg, David F. (editor) 

1981  Crime and Capitalism. Palo Alto: Mayfield. 
 
Hagan, John 

1989  Structural Criminology. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. 
 
Matsueda, Ross L., Derek A. Kreager, and David Huizinga 
 2006  Deterring delinquents: a rational choice model of theft and violence. American 

Sociological Review 71: 95-122.  
 
Reiman, Jeffrey H. 

1990  The Rich Get Rich and The Poor Get Prison : Ideology, Class, and Criminal 
Justice. New York: Macmillan (third edition; first edition, 1979). 

 
Spitzer, Steven,  

1975  "Toward a Marxian theory of deviance." Social Problems 22: 638-651. 
 
Sumner, Colin (editor) 

1982  Crime, Justice, and Underdevelopment. London: Heinemann. 
 
 
Wilson, James Q. and Richard J. Herrnstein 

1985  Crime and Human Nature. New York: Simon and Schuster. 
 
Sherman, Lawrence W. and Douglas A. Smith 

1992  "Crime, punishment, and stake in conformity: Milwaukee and Omaha 
experiments." American Sociological Review 57: 680-690.  

 
Taylor, Ian, Paul Walton, and Jock Young 

1973  The New Criminology: For a Social Theory of Deviance. London: Routledge and 
Kegan Paul. 

 
 
 
  
      
 
 
 
 
   



Topic 14 
 

Structural Theory 
 
 
Required 
 
Cooney, Mark 

1998  Chapter 4 in Warriors and Peacemakers: How Third Parties Shape Violence. 
New York: New York University Press. 

 
Black, Donald 
 2004  “Violent structures.” Pages 145-158 in Violence:  From Theory to Research, 

edited by Margaret A. Zahn, Henry H. Brownstein, and Shelly L. Jackson.  
Newark, NJ:  LexisNexis/Anderson Publishing. (E-Reserve) 

  
 
Suggested 
 
Baumgartner, M.P. 

1984  "Social control from below." Pages 303-345 in Toward A General Theory of 
Social Control, Volume 1: Fundamentals, edited by Donald Black. Orlando: 
Academic Press. 

 
1988  The Moral Order of a Suburb. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
1993  "Violent networks: the origins and management of domestic violence." Pages 

209-231 in Violence and Aggression: The Social Interactionist Perspective, 
edited by Richard B. Felson and James Tedeschi. Washington D.C.: American 
Psychological Association. 

 
Black, Donald 

1976  The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic Press. 
 

1993  The Social Structure of Right and Wrong. San Diego: Academic Press. 
 
Mileski, Maureen and Donald Black 

1972  "The social organization of homosexuality." Urban Life and Culture 1: 187-202. 
 
Phillips, Scott and Mark Cooney 
 2005  “Aiding peace, abetting violence: third parties and the management of conflict.” 

American Sociological Review 70: 334-354. 
 
Senechal de la Roche, Roberta. 

1996  "Collective violence as social control." Sociological Forum 11: 97-128. 
 
Tucker, James 

1989  "Employee theft as social control." Deviant Behavior 10: 319-334. 
 
 



 


