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Dr. Patricia Richards 
Office: Baldwin 314 
OH: T/TH 9:30-10:30 am 
Tel: 542-3235 
Email: plr333@uga.edu 

TA: Nichole Arnault 
Office: 401 Baldwin  
OH: Tu 9:30-10:30am & by apt. 
Tel: 542-1275  
Email:  narnault@uga.edu

 
 

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER 
SOCI 4280  
Spring 2007 

T/R 8-9:15 am 
Baldwin 311 

 
What does it mean to be a woman?  What does it mean to be a man?  Femininity and masculinity are 
socially constructed concepts whose meanings vary across cultures and societies.  This course is 
designed as an analysis of gender differences and gender activism in different parts of the world.  We will 
focus principally on Latin America, though cases from other regions will be brought in for comparison. 
 
We will begin by examining the multiple meanings of Òsex,Ó Ògender,Ó and Òsexuality,Ó addressing how we 
go about understanding these concepts in cross-cultural perspective.  Next, we will cover gender 
differences in socioeconomic and human development.  The third section of the class will focus on 
gender activism in distinct settings and around diverse causes: under authoritarianism, in newly 
democratic settings, in times of war, and within Islam.  We will conclude the course by discussing 
globalization, and its distinct effects on men and women. 
 
Required Texts: 
 
Available at University Bookstore and on reserve at the main library: 

¥ Dorfman, Ariel:  Death and the Maiden.  Penguin, 1994 (Reprint Edition).   
¥ Satrapi, Marjane:  Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood.  Pantheon, 2003. 
¥ Richards, Patricia: Pobladoras, Ind’genas, and the State. Rutgers UP, 2004 

 
Available at Bel Jean:  

¥ Course packet  
 
Available online only:   

¥ Overview  of  UNDP Human Development Report 1995: Gender and Human Development:  
http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/1995/en/  

 
Highly Recommended Text: 
 

¥ Seager, Joni:  Penguin Atlas of Women in the World.  Penguin, 2003 (Revised Edition).   
 
 
 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
Students are expected to attend all class sessions and complete all reading assignments on time.   
 
1.  Attendance and Part icipation: 15% 

I will take attendance randomly on approximately ten occasions over the course of the semester.  I 
will do so by either asking you to write a discussion question on the assigned readings OR by giving a 
short pop quiz on the readings.  In other words, the manner in which I take attendance is also 
designed as a check on your reading. Since these quizzes and discussion questions are 
measures of attendance, you cannot make them up.  Absolutely no exceptions! 
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Active and informed participation is expected of all students.  You must be present in class in order to 
participate; excessive absences will result in a lower participation grade. Because not all students are 
comfortable speaking up in class, however, it is accepted that participation can be verbal or non-
verbal.  Other acceptable forms of participation include: suggesting outside readings, recommending 
related films or television programs, and attending and reporting on related campus activities.   

   
Some readings and class discussions may challenge how you think about the world.  At times you 
may disagree with statements made by me, other students, and the authors we read.  This is part of 
developing an informed and analytical perspective, and disagreements can help us think more 
critically about the material.  However, in order for the classroom to be a comfortable environment for 
all of us, it is essential to voice disagreements in a respectful manner, to listen carefully to others, and 
to avoid attacking and insulting others.   

 
Consistent tardiness, packing up early, or sleeping in class will result in a lower participation grade.   

 
2.  Media Clippings:  5 at 1% each for a total of 5% 

On five occasions, you will be expected to bring in a media clipping on something related to gender in 
global or transnational perspective.  These will be used to guide group discussions.  See course 
schedule for due dates. You must be present in class to turn these in!  No exceptions! 

 
3.  In-Class Exam: 25% 

An in-class exam will take place on Feb 15.  It will consist of identification, short answer and essay 
questions, covering lecture, video, and reading materials from Jan 9 through Feb 13.  Make-up 
examinations will be given only to those absent for university-approved reasons.  

 
4.  Paper Proposal:  5% 

You must hand in a one-page proposal and bibliography to me for your final paper (see below) by 
Mar 1.  You will find guidelines on expected content and structure for this proposal on page 5 of this 
syllabus.   

 
5.  Short Research Paper:  25% 

The term paper will be due at the beginning of class on April 3. You must choose between the two 
options described on page 5 of this syllabus.  Papers must be typed, 8-10 double spaced pages, 12 
pt. font, with 1 inch margins, stapled at the top left corner. No binders or paper clips, please.  
Assessment criteria can be found on pages 6 and 7 of this syllabus. 

 
The quality of your writing will impact upon the grade you receive. If you are unsure about how to 
write papers or have concerns about your writing and research skills, please see me as soon as 
possible.  You should also plan on visiting the UGA Writing Center, located at Park Hall 66 (Phone: 
542-2119) or on the web at  http://www.english.uga.edu/writingcenter/home.html. They have lots of 
good classes and individual help. Don't wait until it is too late!  The library also has a great site to help 
you design and write research papers:  http://www.libs.uga.edu/researchcentral/index.html. 
 
Late papers will be marked down one-half letter grade for each day they are late, including weekends. 
If it is not turned in by the beginning of class on April 3 your paper will be considered late. 

 
6.  Final Take-Home Exam: 25% 

The final examination will be a written, take-home exam. It will focus on course materials from Feb 20 
though Apr 26, but you may be expected to refer back to earlier material as well.  It will be handed out 
sometime in the last two weeks of class, and it will be due in my box by May 2 at 5 pm.  NO LATE 
FINALS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
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ADDITIONAL POLICIES 
 
Academic Misconduct:  Academic misconduct of any sort will not be tolerated.  Any student found guilty of 
cheating or plagiarism will be penalized according to university policy.  Please consult the Academic 
Honesty Policy (Section 5) if you are uncertain about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating:  
http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/honesty/culture_honesty.htm  
 
Accommodations for Students with Special Needs:  I am available to discuss appropriate academic 
accommodations that you may require as a student with a disability.  Before course accommodations will 
be made, you may be required to provide documentation to Disability Services 
(http://www.dissvcs.uga.edu, 542-8719).   
 
Cell Phones:  Please make sure to turn your cell phones off at the beginning of class. 
 
Grading Scale:       100-94 = A       93-90 = A-       
  89-86 = B+     85-83 = B       82-80 = B-       
  79-76 = C+     75-73 = C       72-70 = C-      
  69-60 = D       < 60 = F        
 

 
 

WEEKLY TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
(SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS INSTRUCTOR SEES FIT) 

 
 
Jan 9-11:  Course Introduction and Basic Concepts 

Reading:   Lutz and Collins, Narayan 
 
 
 

Differentiation:  Sex, Gender, and Sexual Identit ies 
 
Jan 16, 18, & 23:  Social Construction of Gender and Sexuality in Cross-Cultural Perspective 
   Reading:  Achebe, Stevens, Bacigalupo, Blackwood 
 
 ***MEDIA CLIPPING DUE JAN 23*** 

 
 
 

Stratif ication:  Development and Structural Adjustment 
 
Jan 25 & 30:  Gender Inequalities in Development  

Reading:  Pogge, Jaquette, Overview UNDP HDR 1995 (ONLINE) 
 
***MEDIA CLIPPING DUE JAN 30*** 

      
Feb 1, 6, & 8:  Structural Adjustment and the WTO 

Reading:   Bello, Ault and Sandberg 
 
Feb 13: Wrap up Development Unit and Review for In-Class Exam 
        
Feb 15: IN-CLASS EXAM 
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Gender Activism 
 

Feb  20 & 22: Key Terms in the Study of WomenÕs Movements and Gender Activism 
Reading:   Molyneux, Stephen, Richards (book) Ch. 1  

 
Feb 27 & Mar 1:  Gender and Authoritarianism 

Video: In WomenÕs Hands 
Reading:   Richards (book) pp. 30-46, Navarro, Baldez  

 
 ***PAPER PROPOSAL DUE MAR 1*** 
 
Mar 6 & 8:  Gender and Authoritarianism, Continued 

Reading:  Death and the Maiden (book) 
 
***MEDIA CLIPPING DUE MAR 8*** 

 
Mar 13-15:  Spring Break 
 
Mar 20-22:  Gender Activism and Democratization I:  Class and Gender Inequalities 

Reading:  Richards 46-63 and chapters 3 & 4 
 
Mar 27-29:  Gender Activism and Democratization II:  Indigenous Peoples  

Reading: Richards chapters 5-7   
  
 ***MEDIA CLIPPING DUE MAR 29*** 
 
April 3-5:   Gender, War, and Militarism 

Video:  Regret to Inform 
Reading: Copelon, Fukumura and Matsuoka, Enloe 
 
***RESEARCH PAPER DUE APR 3*** 

 
April 10-12:  Understanding Islam 

Video: Women and Islam 
Reading:  Shaheed, al-Hibri, Satrapi (book) 

 
 
 

Globalization 
 
April 17, 19, & 24:  Gender and Globalization  

Video: TBA  
Reading:  Hondagneu-Sotelo and Avila, Fern‡ndez-Kelly, Guillermoprieto  

  
 ***MEDIA CLIPPING DUE APR 24*** 
 
April 26: Course Conclusion 

 
 
FINAL EXAM:  TAKE-HOME DUE IN MY BOX ON MAY 2 BY 5 PM 
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RESEARCH PAPER OPTIONS 

Option 1: Comparative Analysis (Gender and Development) 
Choose a specific issue or problem related to development.  (Possibilities include education; health 
issues such as Female Genital Mutilation, HIV/AIDS, population policies, or violence; land ownership; 
economic status; labor force participation; specific development programs such as agricultural 
development or small business/microcredit loans). Outline the issue/problem and describe the ways it is 
Ògendered.Ó  Explore how the issue/problem has manifested in two countries other than the United States 
and discuss how the two countries have addresses it.  What are the similarities and differences between 
your two cases? If you see differences, how do you account for them? If you don't see differences where 
you expected to find them, discuss that. You may also wish to attend to the interaction between gender 
and other forms of social classification such as class, race/ethnicity, religion, urban/rural residency, 
sexual orientation, age, and so forth. Note: This should not be taken as an exercise in deciding which 
country is "better.Ó 

Option 2: Comparative Analysis (Gender Activism/Social Movements)  
Choose an issue around which people have been activist or have developed social movements in 
different parts of the world.  (Possibilities include:  democratization; authoritarianism; militarization; 
womenÕs rights; religious fundamentalism; HIV/AIDS; gay marriage; domestic violence.)  Compare and 
contrast movements from two countries other than the U.S.  Briefly summarize the movementsÕ 
respective histories, their motivations, the reasons behind their emergence, and their successes and 
failures.  How are the movements Ògendered?Ó  What are the similarities and differences between the 
movements? If you see differences, how do you account for them? If you don't see differences where you 
expected to find them, discuss that. Local, national, or transnational movements are all acceptable 
options.  

 
 

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES 

The proposal for your final paper is due on March 1 at the beginning of class.  You are encouraged to 
discuss your topic idea with me or the TA before you write the proposal.  My purposes in requiring you to 
hand in a proposal are to make sure you are not putting off your paper until the last minute; to help you 
refine your topic so that you have the best chance for success; to make sure you haven't picked a topic 
that is too big, small, or obscure; and to make sure you have a good sense of how to proceed and where 
to get sources.  Your proposal must be typed (12 pt. font with one inch margins) and should be one or two 
double-spaced pages long, plus bibliography.  Its pages should be stapled at the top left corner. It must 
contain the following elements: 

¥ The number of the topic option you have selected. 

¥ A title for your paper that indicates the specific topic you will address. 

¥ A summary of the questions or issues you will discuss. If you can, tell me what your argument, 
thesis, or central question will be. (Note: eventually you must have an argument/thesis/central 
question!) The clearer you are about this, the better. I want to be sure that your thesis is broad 
enough to be interesting but narrow enough to be supported in a short paper.  

¥ A few sentences explaining the relationship between your topic and material covered in class. 

¥ A bibliography or list of sources you will use.  This should be on a separate sheet of paper. You 
should plan on using at least six scholarly sources (such as books, articles, and chapters in 
edited volumes) for your paper.    For more information about scholarly sources, see: 
http://www.libs.uga.edu/researchcentral/choosing/what/scholarly.html.  In some cases, it may be 
acceptable to gather some information for your paper on the internet from sources I approve.   
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR RESEARCH PAPERS 

1. Do you have a clear and interesting question and argument, or do you just have a "topic?" (If you 
are not sure of the difference, see me.) 

2. How clearly and carefully do you spell out what your topic is, and what you are attempting to do in 
this paper? 

3. How challenging was the assignment you chose? I will take into account the difficulty of your 
project when I assess how well you did. If you pick a very easy problem to work on, I will expect 
more from you. 

4. How well do you accomplish what you set out to do? 

5. Do you cover all the aspects of the topic that you should cover? Do you include all of the 
elements specified in the paper option you selected?  

6. How accurately and completely do you present the information and evidence necessary to make 
your points? Is it clear that you understand the information and evidence you present? 

7. Have you used credible, worthwhile sources of information, such as those based on well-done 
research? Or have you used whatever shows up on the web search you did? 

8. To what degree do you identify and understand alternative views and problems that might be 
raised with respect to your topic?  Do you just argue a case, or do you consider alternative 
perspectives and interpretations? 

9. Do you integrate information and theories discussed in this course into your paper? Your paper 
must incorporate theories, approaches, questions, or information from the lectures, classes, 
and/or readings. Your paper should read as though it was written by someone taking Sociology 
4280. 

10. To what degree do you go beyond the information covered in lectures, classes, and the assigned 
readings?  Your paper should not simply rehash what you were already expected to know on the 
basis of doing the assigned readings and going to class. 

11. To what degree is your paper clearly presented and well-written? 

 
 

Specif ic Structural/Format Guidelines 
 

Argument/Central Question & Introduction  
The argument/central question is the single most important element in your paper.  The argument or 
central question should appear clearly stated in your introduction (which shouldnÕt be more than a couple 
of paragraphs long).  By clearly stated I mean that it should be anticipated by an expression such as ÒMy 
argument isÉÓ ÒThe question I wish to address in this paper isÉÓ ÒIn this paper I want to demonstrate 
thatÉ .Ó so the reader will have little trouble identifying what the paper is about. In addition to the 
argument, the introduction should provide a few sentences outlining the contents of the paper.    
 
Body of the paper 
Once the argument/question has been stated and the paper outlined, proceed to demonstrate your 
argument. Try to decompose your argument or central question into several points/central themes and 
devote a section to each one. These sections (and each paragraph within them) should also have a topic 
sentence, preferably the first one, which announces what the section/paragraph deals with. The sections 
should provide examples and citations from the sources you select for the paper.  However, examples do 
not necessarily mean block quotations. Try as much as possible to limit the number and extent of 
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quotations.  Keep the quotations subordinated to the overall line of argument. When you do provide a 
quotation remember to use the proper punctuation and supply a citation. For the citation style you can 
use either in text citation or footnotes.  
 
Conclusion 
The conclusionÕs main function is to remind the reader of the importance of the different points developed 
in the body to substantiate the argument.  Papers without a conclusion will be considered incomplete. 
 
Bibliography 
The bibliography must include full citations and be consistent in style.   
 
 
 

Additional Grading Criteria 
 

In addition to the criteria described above, the paper grade will be based on the ability and creativity 
demonstrated to analyze the contents. If you demonstrate that you have done a serious reading of the 
texts and provide a well-sustained argument, the paper grade will fall within the 80-89 range. If, in 
addition, you manage to engage the reader by using a variety of examples, imaginative metaphors, and 
sharp and stylish sentences, by making sophisticated reflections on the readings, and/or by drawing 
unforeseeable implications from the readings you will obtain a grade between 90 and 100.   
 
If you prove some mastery of the topic but your paper still shows some problems your grade will fall within 
the 70-79 range. Those problems could be: demonstrated lack of understanding of the authorsÕ points, 
overly long quotations, insufficient examples, colloquialisms, lack of topic sentences, lack of balance 
among different paragraphs, lack of flow, repetition of ideas and/or expressions, excessive use of the 
passive voice. 

If the paper does not have a clear argument and it is plagued with the above mentioned problems it will 
earn between 60 and 69.  If you paper does not follow the minimum format requirement, does not 
address the question you set out to address, or makes assertions that cannot be documented, your paper 
will earn less than 60 points.      
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Packet Contents for: GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER 
 
Narayan, Uma. 1997. ÒChapter Two: Restoring History and Politics to ÒThird-World TraditionsÓ: 
Contrasting the Colonialist Stance and Contemporary Contestations of Sati,Ó in Dislocating Cultures: 
Identities, Traditions, and Third World Feminism. New York: Routledge. 
 
Lutz, Catherine A. and Jane L. Collins. 2002. "Excerpts from Reading National Geographic." Pp. 333-337 
in An Introduction to Women's Studies: Gender in a Transnational World, edited by I. Grewal and C. 
Kaplan. Boston: MacGraw Hill. 
 
Achebe, Nwando. 2003. "'And She Became a Man':  King Ahebi Ugbabe in the History of Enugu-Ezike, 
Northern Igboland, 1880-1948." Pp. 52-68 in Men and Masculinities in Modern Africa, edited by L. 
Lindsay and S. F. Miescher. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
 
Stevens, Evelyn P. 1973. "Marianismo: The Other Face of Machismo in Latin America." Pp. 89-101 in 
Female and Male in Latin America: Essays, edited by A. Pescatello. Pittsburg: University of Pittsburgh 
Press. 
 
Bacigalupo, Ana Mariella. 2004. "The Struggle for Mapuche ShamanÕs Masculinity: Colonial Politics of 
Gender, Sexuality and Power in Southern Chile." Ethnohistory 51 (3). 
 
Blackwood, Evelyn.  2005.  ÒTransnational Sexualities in One Place: Indonesian Readings,Ó Gender & 
Society 19(2): 221-242. 
 
Jaquette, Jane S. 1982. "Women and Modernization Theory: A Decade of Feminist Criticism." World 
Politics 34(2):267-284. 
 
Pogge, Thomas W.  2000.  ÒThe Moral Demands of Global Justice.Ó  Dissent.  Fall. pp. 37-43.   
 
Bello, Walden. 1999. Dark Victory: The United States and Global Poverty: Pluto Press/Food First Books.  
Chapters 4 through 7 
 
Ault, Amber and Eve Sandberg. 2002. "Our Policies, their Consequences: Zambian Women's Lives under 
Structural Adjustment." Pp. 509-512 in An Introduction to Women's Studies: Gender in a Transnational 
World, edited by I. Grewal and C. Kaplan. Boston: MacGraw Hill. 
 
Molyneux, Maxine. 1986. "Mobilization Without Emancipation? Women's Interests, State, and 
Revolution." Pp. 280-302 in Transition and Development: Problems of Third World Socialism, edited by 
Richard R. Fagen, Carmen Diana Deere, and JosŽ Luis Coraggio: Monthly Review Press.   
 
Stephen, Lynn. 1997. "Women's Rights are Human Rights: The Merging of Feminine and Feminist 
Interests among El Salvador's Mothers of the Disappeared (CO-MADRES)." Pp. 29-55 in Women and 
Social Movements in Latin America: Power from Below. Austin: UT Press.   
 
Baldez, Lisa. 2001. "Nonpartisanship as a Political Strategy: Women Left, Right, and Center in Chile." Pp. 
273-297 in Radical Women in Latin America: Left and Right, edited by V. Gonz‡lez and K. Kampwirth. 
University Park, PA: Penn State Press.   
 
Navarro, Marysa. 1989. "The Personal is Political: Las Madres de Plaza de Mayo." Pp. 241-258 in Power 
and Popular Protest: Latin American Social Movements, edited by S. Eckstein. Berkeley: University of 
California Press.   
 
Copelon, Rhonda. 1995. "Gendered War Crimes: Reconceptualizing Rape in Time of War." Pp. 197-214 
in Women's Rights Human Rights: International Feminist Perspectives, edited by J. Peters and A. Wolper. 
New York: Routledge.  
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Fukumura, Yoko, and Martha Matsuoka. 2002. "Redefining Security: Okinawa Women's Resistence to 
U.S. Militarism." Pp. 239-263 in Women's Activism and Globalization: Linking Local Struggles and 
Transnational Politics, edited by Nancy A. Naples and Manisha Desai. New York: Routledge.  
 
Enloe, Cynthia. 2000. " How do they militarize a can of soup?" Chapter One (pp. 1-34) in Manuevers: The 
International Politics of Militarizing WomenÕs Lives.  Berkeley: UC Press. 
 
Shaheed, Farida. 2002. "Controlled or Autonomous: Identity and the Experience of the Network, Women 
Living under Muslim Laws." Pp. 257-260 in An Introduction to Women's Studies: Gender in a 
Transnational World, edited by I. Grewal and C. Kaplan. Boston: MacGraw Hill. 
 
al-Hibri, Azizah Y. 2000. "Deconstructing Patriarchal Jurisprudence in Islamic Law: A Faithful Approach." 
Pp. 221-233 in Global Critical Race Feminism: An International Reader, edited by Adrien Katherine Wing. 
New York: NYU Press.   
 
Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette and Ernestine Avila. 1997. "'I'm Here, but I'm There': The Meanings of 
Latina Transnational Motherhood." Gender and Society 11 (5): 548-571. 
 
Fern‡ndez-Kelly, Mar’a Patricia. 1997. "Maquiladoras: The View from the Inside." Pp. 203-215 in The 
Women, Gender, and Development Reader, edited by N. Visvanathan, et al.  London: Zed Books.  
 
Guillermoprieto, Alma. 2003. "A hundred women:  Letter from Mexico." The New Yorker 79(28).  NOT IN 
COURSE PACKET Ð I WILL MAKE THIS AVAILABLE TO YOU. 
 

 

 
 

 


